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"Igbal has quoted his father anonymously in prose as
well as when he wrote that, "no understanding of the

Holy Book is possible until it is actually revealed to the
believer just as it was revealed to the Prophet."”

S oo W) U ie Fon, Ao
"Why is personal experience such a crucial element for
understanding the Holy Qur'an? Written texts, especially
sacred and authoritative ones, have a tendency to appear
static and fixed in a way that seems to allow only a
single set of "correct” meamings. This apparent rigidity
of written texts and their seemingly monolithic message
stem not from the texts themselves but from the unique
configuration of situations, perceptions, and needs that
shape the "horizon" of particular interpretive
communities. It is only when the readers pay constant
attention to the flux of their own experiences in relation
fo their encounters with the sacred text that they come to
appreciate the dynamic character not only of their own
experiences but also, and more importantly, they come to
see the kaleidoscopic character of their interaction with
the text. The insistence on a single "correct”
understanding then becomes impossible to maintain, and
it is increasingly replaced by a joyful anticipation of
fresh meanings as the sacred texbegins to reveal some
of its infinite possibilities.” ()
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