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"I shall watch with keenness the work of vour Research Organisation
in evolving banking practices compatible with Islamic ideas of social
and economic life. The economic system of the west have created
almost insoluble problems for humanity and to many of us it appears
that only a miracle can save it from disaster that is now facing the
world. It has failed to do justice between man and man and to
eradicate friction from the international field. on the contrary, it was
largely vesponsible for the two world wars in the last half century.
Western world, in spite of its advantuges of mechanization and
industrial efficiency is today in a worse mess than ever before in
history. The adoption of Western economic theory and practice will
not help us in achieving our goal of creating a happy and contented
people. We must work our destiny in our own way and present to the
world an economic system based on true Islamic concept of equality
of manhood and social Justice. We will thereby be fulfilling our
mission as Muslims and giving to humanity the message of peace
which alone can save it and secure the welfare, happiness and

prosperity of mankind.” @@ &
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"I am strongly disposed to believe that no possible question

could occur on the Mohammaden Law of Succession which

might not be rapidly and correctly answered” ©®

:‘LQ’UU”,KVOn Kremelufalrb’glLJl}L»uml
"Next to the Romans, there is no other nation, besides the Arabs,
which could call its own a system of law so carefully worked out

------ and law of inheritance being a supermely original branch of
it n(7)
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(7) Reconstruction of Religion Thought in Islam, p. 168&170.
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-An'am
(The Cattle)

(Recap of verses 1 — 20 of Surah Al-An'am and fresh exposition of
verses 21 - 41 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the
opposite gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuum in
order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may
occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of those
verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and Al
Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of
modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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2 Message of the Qur’an

Recap of verses 1 - 20 (inclusive) of Surah 6, Al-An’am

Verses 1 through 12 of the Surah are of introductory and admonitory
nature. The disbelievers [Editor’s Note: the words disbelievers and unbelievers
have been used alternatively as “synonyms” in our entire discourse] have been
warned that if they do not accept the Islamic Creed and refuse to
follow the “Light” shown by the Revelation from the All-Knowing
and All-Powerful Allah (SWT), they would face the same doom as the
former disbelievers. Their arguments for rejecting the Holy Prophet
(SAAW) and the Revelation sent down to him (SAAW) have been
refuted and they have been warned that they should not be deluded
by the respite that is being granted to them in this worldly life.

Verses 13 through 20 of the Surah inculcate Tauhid [Monotheism,
Oneness of Allah (SWT)], and refute shirk [polytheism] because it is
the greatest obstacle in the way of the acceptance of Tauhid.

It has to be remembered that, although polytheists, the Arabs to
whom these verses are (initially) addressed did acknowledge “God”
as the Creator (SWT) of the heavens and the earth, Who (SWT) causes
day to alternate with night, and Who (SWT) has brought into existence
the sun and the moon. None of them attributed any of these acts to
any of their idols (Laat, Hubal, Manaat, Uzza, etc.) or to any other
deities. The verses declare in a strong and probing tone that why then
should they prostrate themselves before others beside the real (and
the only) Creator (SWT)? Why should they offer their prayers and
supplications to any but Allah (SWI)? Moreover, the verses
differentiate between the material creation (the earth and the skies)
and the abstract creation (darkness and light), respectively.

It should be clear that Shirk not only means to prostrate before the
deities but in a wider spectrum it also encompasses all prevailing
beliefs that are in conflict with the meaning ascribed to “Tauhid” by
Allah (SWT). It is actually a disease which disguises itself and attires
differently in every era.

The verses also allude to the Hour of Judgement when human beings,
regardless of the age in which they lived, will be brought back to life
and summoned to render an account before their Lord (SWT). This
term is applied both for the death of an individual, as narrated by the
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Al-An'am 3

Prophet (SAAW): “when one dies, his resurrection is established”, and
for a collective death of this universe, the time of which is only known
to Allah (SWT).

The verses also clarify that although Allah (SWT) reveals signs (ayahs)
repeatedly, yet the unbelievers are hell bent on denying them.

In these verses, the objection of the unbelievers that they need
definitive proof of the unseen in order to accept Islam is also refuted
and they are warned to bring the required reform in their lives before
death approaches them. The time of death remains concealed as it is
beyond human perception. Once that veil is removed, they will be
assembled before Allah (SWT) on the Day of Judgement. This earthly
life is a test whether man recognizes it or not. The Ultimate Reality,
though hidden, can still be perceived by the correct exercise of human
reason and intellect. In a nutshell, the real test of this life rests on
having full faith in the unseen. If nothing remains unseen, then there
will be no logic behind the test.

Moreover, the objection of the unbelievers regarding the status of
Muhammad (SAAW) as the Prophet of Allah (SWT), instead of some
angel occupying the post of Prophethood is also rejected.

The verses also comfort the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and he (SAAW) is
consoled by Allah (SWI) by declaring that the mockery of the
disbelievers need not be taken too seriously as it is not new in the
history of the Prophets (AS). Moreover, the history of Islam (as well as
present times) proves that the blasphemous attitude of the staunch
unbelievers towards the Holy Prophet (SAAW) came back to bite them,
when destined by Allah (SWT).

The verses also contain encouragement and a pat on the back of the
believers as they are being encouraged to continue doing good deeds
and are being warned that even the slightest doubt (about the
rewards in the Hereafter) must never flash across their minds, as
Allah (SWT) has promised His (SWT) mercy and reward for them in
the Hereafter.

Moreover, the verses allude to the unjust and unwise ideology of
polytheism, in depth. Despite their belief in a “Creator of the
universe”, the polytheists also ascribe partners and helpers to Him
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4 Message of the Qur’an

(SWT). In truth, it is Allah (SWT) alone who feeds His (SWT) creatures
but needs not to eat or drink Himself (SWT).

The verses mention that the Holy Prophet (SAAW) sets the “example”
for others in all spheres of human existence, action and interaction
himself (SAAW), just like we say in our idiom that “charity begins at
home.” The verses decree that Allah (SWT) Himself (SWT) is witnesses
that the Prophet (SAAW) has been designated by Him (SWT) and that
whatever the Prophet (SAAW) conveys is by His (SWT) command.

The verses clearly state that even the biggest success of this world
means nothing compared to the success in the Hereafter. Money,
respect, fame and authority would end with this world and the
deliverance from torment and being the object of Divine mercy is real
and dependent on virtuous attributes, also identified in the verses.

The verses use many shades in the form of rational arguments with
regards to Tauhid (monotheism) and enunciate that Allah (SWT) is the
only One (SWT) who can take away the worries and hard times from
people. Moreover, none can stop Him (SWT) if He (SWT) wants to do
good with someone and nor does He (SWI) need to seek any
permission for that. In a nutshell, Allah’s (SWT) Powers and Authority
are infinite. They encompass the whole universe and none can escape
His (SWI) influence. The Omnipotence, Omniscience and
Omnipresence of Allah (SWT) is elucidated time and again.

The verses provide an irrefutable reflection on the main theme of this
surah, which relates to the demand of the infidels for a miracle of
their choice. Again the answer is that the choice of miracle by Allah
(SWT) is far superior, i.e., The Holy Quran!

Towards the end of this section of verses (1 - 20), a clear reference is
provided viz. the knowledge of the identity of the Holy Prophet
(SAAW) that had been given to the People of the Book, particularly to
the Jews, in their Scriptures (Torah, Psalms and Gospel). Moreover,
their Scriptures also tell them in no uncertain terms that God is One
(and only) (SWT) and that none shares His (SWT) Godhead with Him
(SWT). This final part of verses 1 - 20 censures them for straying
from the straight path even after having received such vivid
evidence and declares them as a people who have lost their souls
and who would not believe.
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Al-An'am 5

Exposition of verses 21 - 41 of Surah Al-An’am
Verse 21
S1biy 2122 (% L SR Ly T KT 27 5
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[

"And who is more unjust than one who invents about Allah a lie or
denies His verses (signs)? Indeed, the wrongdoers will not succeed."

This verse refers to those who falsely asserted that there were also
other beings which shared with Allah (SWT) in His (SWT) Godhead,
possessed divine attributes and powers, and hence ‘rightly” deserved
to claim from man worship and absolute service. It is also a slander to
the claim that Allah (SWT) has selected certain beings to be His (SWT)
chosen intimates and that He (SWT) has commanded - or is at least
agreeable to the idea - that they should be considered to possess
divine attributes, and that people should serve and revere them as
they would serve and revere Allah (SWT), their Lord.

By 'signs (verses) of Allah (SWT)' are meant the signs found within
man's own being, as well as those scattered throughout the universe.
They also include the signs which are manifest from the lives and
achievements of the Prophets (AS), as well as those embodied in the
Scriptures. All these point towards one and the same truth - that in
the entire realm of existence there is one Allah (SWT) alone and that
all else are merely His (SWT) Creation and, hence His (SWT) subjects.
Who could be more unjust than the one who, in utter disregard of all
these signs, assigns others than the One True Allah (SWT) the
attributes of Godhead, considering them to merit the same rights as
Allah (SWT), and does so merely on grounds of either conjecture, or
speculation or out of blind adherence to the beliefs of his forefathers,
although there is not so much as a shred of evidence founded on true
knowledge, observation or experience in support of such beliefs. Such
a person subjects truth and reality to grave injustice. He also wrongs
his own self and everything else in this universe with which he has to
deal on the basis of this false assumption.

Verse 22
39955 352% 72 By 5¢ "’//i 25 2 K 2L (21222 29985 s
ol SRS BN SRR H SN NESC L 2080
"And [mention, O Muhammad], the Day We will gather them all

together; then We will say to those who associated others with
Allah, "Where are your 'partners' that you used to claim [with Him]?"
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6 Message of the Qur’an

Denying what should be affirmed and fabricating a lie on Allah
(SWT) are two of the deadliest sins that are similar in nature.
Therefore this verses addresses the manner in which on the Day of
Resurrection Allah (SWT) will demand of the unbelievers, who used
to associate partners with Him (SWT), to produce them. The
unbelievers had the false faith that their false deities other than Allah
(SWT) that they worshipped and invocated would save them from the
punishment and torment of the Hellfire.

Verse 23

2 G 2>, 2 %2 A2
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"Then there will be no [excuse upon] examination except they will
say, "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who associated."

Continuing the theme in the previous verse, this verse tells us that on
the very first manifestation of Allah’s (SWT) torment, the infidels will
deny and later forget their most cherished beliefs - of the associates
being their saviours - in order to try to trick Allah (SWT) and save their
skins. [Editor’s Note: Which, of course would be of no avail, as Allah
(SWT) is the All-Knowing!]

Verse 24
R S A PAM N A

"See how they will lie about themselves, and lost from them will be
what they used to invent."

The verse continues the theme in the previous two verses and
describes that the “partners” that the unbelievers associated with
Allah (SWT) will be nowhere to be seen because they never existed in
the first place, as it was a lie fabricated by the unbelievers. The
unbelievers and polytheists will be at a total loss of argument (and
will consequently be cast into the Hellfire.)

Verse 25

F R
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"And among them are those who listen to you, but We have placed
over their hearts coverings, lest they understand it, and in their ears
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Al-An'am 7

deafness. And if they should see every sign, they will not believe in
it. Even when they come to you arguing with you, those who
disbelieve say, "This is not but legends of the former peoples."

It is noteworthy that Allah (SWT) attributes to Himself (SWT) all that
happens in the world as a result of the laws of nature. Since these
laws were made by Allah (SWT) Himself (SWT), the effects which
result from their operation are also ultimately due to the Will and
Permission of Allah (SWT). The refusal on the part of unbelievers to
heed the call of the Truth even when it is clear and audible stems from
their arrogance, obstinacy, prejudice, ego-driven mental rigidity and
inertia. It is a law of nature that when a man is not prepared to rise
above prejudice in his quest for the Truth, his heart closes to every
truth which is opposed to his desires. We can describe this condition
by saying that the heart of that person has become sealed and when
Allah (SWT) describes it, He (SWT) does so by saying that He (SWT)
had sealed the heart of such a person. The explanation of this
‘paradox’ is that whereas we describe merely an incident, Allah
(SWT) describes its root cause and ultimate effect.

Whenever ignorant people are called to the Truth they are liable to
say that there is nothing novel about it, that it is merely a repetition of
things that have come down from the past, as if in their view every
truth must be new, and whatever is old must necessarily be false. The
verse makes it abundantly clear that the Truth has always been one
and the same and will remain so. All those (AS) who have come
forward to lead people in the light of God-given knowledge have
been preaching one and the same Truth from time immemorial, and
all those who will benefit from this valuable source of human
knowledge in the future are bound to repeat the same old truths.
False novelties can be invented only by those who, being bereft of the
light of Divine Guidance, are incapable of perceiving the Eternal
Truth, preferring to weave altogether new ideas out of their
imagination and putting them forward as “the truth’.

During the lifetime of the Holy Prophet (SAAW), the leaders of
Quraish plotted the way the Jewish scholars did, because they could
see a large majority entering into Islam. They pretended to listen to
the Prophet (SAAW) carefully, to create a false pretence that they
wanted to profit from what was being said. This created a false
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8 Message of the Qur’an

image in the minds of innocent people that their leaders had no
aversion for Islam. Later they saw their leaders totally negating
whatever was taught to them and never appeared to be convinced
with it. This had a negative impact on the minds of those who were
novice among the believers. Moreover, they put up a false charge
on the Prophet (SAAW) that whatever he (SAAW) taught, were
stories having no foundation or tendency towards being right and
that they were “borrowed” from the ancient scriptures. Thus,
according to the Sunnah of Allah (SWT) when people denied the
call of the prophet (SAAW) because of their sheer arrogance and
treachery, Allah (SWT) quenches their abilities and judgements.
Verse 26

/””/Lﬁ/ s—‘/”’\"g‘ 52 5 \/:9’/ P8 5 59
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"And they prevent [others] from him and are [themselves] remote
from him. And they do not destroy except themselves, but they
perceive [it] not."

The verse refers to the evil attitude of the disbelievers who were
making every possible effort to try and stop those who were curious to
find the straight path from embracing it. This, therefore, means that the
leaders stopped the public or discouraged them from accepting Islam,
because they had a fear of losing their leadership. They not only
stopped the public from listening to the Word of Allah (SWT) but
themselves refrained from it too. Allah (SWT) says that it was not a
very clever trick on the part of the disbelievers, because they were, in
fact, storing for themselves the torment of the Hellfire by doing such
wicked acts. A congruent theme is also mentioned in Verse 83 of Surah
Bani Israel, “And when We show favour to man, he turns away and
withdraws on his side.”

Verse 27
oGuabd o 3 A R GGG B B
"If you could but see when they are made to stand before the Fire

and will say, "Oh, would that we could be returned [to life on earth]
and not deny the signs of our Lord and be among the believers."

The verse indicates that on the Day of Judgements when all veils
will be lifted and the Truth would become clear to everyone,
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Al-An'am 9

believers and disbelievers alike, the latter would be devastated and
would seek to find a way to redeem themselves. They would be so
distressed by the thought of the torment of the Hellfire awaiting
them that they would ask (as a wish to) Allah (SWT) to give them
“one more chance” and to send them back to the worldly life, so that
they could live as believers. Simply put they would say that “if we
were sent back”, “we would testify to the Truth”!

Verse 28
oG 2 LB QLI E 5 OB e RSN

"But what they concealed before has [now] appeared to them. And
even if they were returned, they would return to that which they
were forbidden; and indeed, they are liars."

This verse elucidates that at that moment of truth (when the unseen
would be unveiled) such a statement on their part would not be
indicative of either any true change of heart or of any genuinely revised
judgement based on serious reflection and reasoning. It would rather
be the result of direct observation of reality at a time when even the
staunchest unbeliever would find it impossible to deny it. Additionally,
it would only be a claim made in distress of the ominous Hellfire with
all its torments in store. The verse thus declares that the unbelievers
will not be sincere and true in their contrition, because they were well
aware of the Truth even before the Seat of Judgement, yet their
arrogance and treachery halted their way. Therefore, even if the clock
were turned back and they were afforded another chance of “worldly
life”, they would still be completely mesmerized by the wonders of this
world and their love for wealth and children would come back to life,
along with their arrogance and treachery.

Verse 29

o b2 BRI Y o) TES
"And they say, "There is none but our worldly life, and we will not
be resurrected."

The verse provides a snapshot of the different types of disbelief in that
age and we find that almost all of them are seen even today in some
shape or form. These include outright disbelief, atheism and
agnosticism. Even today we see people believing in Allah (SWT) but
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10 Message of the Qur’an

not in the Day of Judgement and the Afterlife. Some believe in these
two but deny the institution of Prophethood. At the other extreme
atheists and materialists believe in life and death as a matter of chance
and totally reject everything unseen, including Allah (SWT), The
Prophets (AS), Angels (AS) and The Hereafter. Similarly in that age, the
infidels believed in Allah (SWT) and the Resurrection but considered
their associate false gods as their helpers and saviours from the torment
of the Hellfire. There was a stratum of the society who had a belief that
life is confined to this world only and there is no life in the Hereafter.
This verse addresses all these various kind of people living in the
world, both then and now.

Verse 30

S S 06 s S o OB s P s
"If you could but see when they will be made to stand before their
Lord. He will say, "Is this not the truth?" They will say, "Yes, by our
Lord." He will [then] say, "So taste the punishment for what you
used to deny."
The verse gives a taste of things to come for the unbelievers and also
shines detailed light on the “finale”. Once the unbelievers will run out
of all arguments and they will be forced near the Hellfire, they would
be asked about the “Truth” - something that they consistently used to
deny in their worldly life. They would say that verily it is the Truth, but
their testimony at that time would amount to nothing. The disbelievers
would then be cast into the Hellfire - the same one that they used to
deny in their worldly life.

Verse 31

) s, [~ Y rn” 277 8 ;95 7/ % :
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"Those will have lost who deny the meeting with Allah, until when
the Hour [of resurrection] comes upon them unexpectedly, they will
say, "Oh, [how great is] our regret over what we neglected

concerning it [i.e.,, the Hour]", while they bear their burdens [i.e.,
sins] on their backs. Unquestionably, evil is that which they bear."
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This verse portrays a picture of the sheer disappointment, regret, fear
and anguish that the unbelievers will experience when the Hour
approaches, ushering in the Days of Judgement and Resurrection. The
verse terms them as “losers”, as they denied any accountability or
meeting with Allah (SWT) after death according to the false beliefs
that they held in the worldly life. The verse also explains that the
unbelievers would not have any chance of redemption as their
worldly life would come to an abrupt end, whether it is because of
individual deaths or ‘the Hour” has arrived. The unbelievers, having
accumulated evil during the entire span of their worldly life, will
repent once they would see the Qiyamah (Death or the Hour) as a
reality and they would have no option but to carry the heavy burden
of their sins and blasphemies on their backs and it will be in this
manner that they will be forced to appear before Allah (SWT) the
Almighty (SWT).

Verse 32
AT o028 3 Bhosr 20 \ Nt q 97T 0 & T28\2 ]
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"And the worldly life is not but amusement and diversion; but the

home of the Hereafter is best for those who fear Allah, so will you
not reason (and reflect)?"

The underlying message of the verse does not mean that earthly
life has nothing serious about it and that it has been brought into
being merely as a sport and pastime. What the observation made in
the verse really means is that, compared with the true and abiding
life of the Hereafter, earthly life is merely a transient phase, yet
extremely important as whatever one sows here would be reaped in
the Hereafter.

Moreover, since the Ultimate Reality is hidden (or unseen) in this
world, the superficially minded, who lack true perception, encounter
many a thing which causes them to fall prey to misconceptions. As a
result of these misconceptions such people indulge in a variety of
actions which are so blatantly opposed to reality that their life seems
to consist merely of sport and pastime. One who assumes the position
of a king in this world, for instance, is no different from the person
who plays the part of a king on the stage of a theatre. His head is
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12 Message of the Qur’an

bedecked with a crown and he goes about commanding people as if
he were a king, even though he has no royal authority. He may later,
if the director of the theatre wishes, be either dismissed from his royal
office, put into prison or even be sentenced to death. Moreover, some
people try to unravel the Unseen even though that is altogether
beyond their reach. Then there are those who claim to provide
sustenance to others despite the fact that they are themselves
dependent on others for their own sustenance. There are others who
falsely think that they have the power either to bestow honour and
dignity on human beings or to degrade them, either to confer benefits
or to harm them. Such people go about trumpeting their own glory
but their own foreheads bear the stamp of their humble bondage to
their Creator (SWT). By just one twist of fortune such people may fall
off their pedestals and be trampled under the feet of those upon
whom they have been imposing their “God-like authority”.

All these people and others must come to a sudden and preordained
end with death. As soon as man crosses the boundaries of this world
and steps into the Next, the reality becomes fully manifest and all the
misconceptions that he used to entertain are peeled away. In short, he
is shown the true worth of his belief and actions.

Nevertheless, this does not mean that we should consider the life in
this world unimportant, as the life in this world is a fact and an
intermittent test for the ultimate fate in the Hereafter. The verse
elucidates this very important balance between the importance of the
life in this world and its relation to the subsequent life in the Hereafter.

In a nutshell, “As you sow (in this worldly life), so shall you reap (in
the Hereafter)!”

Verse 33
‘ W

We know that you, [O Muhammad], are saddened by what they say.
And indeed, they do not call you untruthful, but it is the verses of
Allah that the wrongdoers reject."

The verse refers to the fact that before Prophet Muhammad
(SAAW) began to preach the message of Allah (SWT), people at
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Al-An'am 13

large from the extended tribe of Quraish regarded him (SAAW) as
truthful and trustworthy and had full confidence in his (SAAW)
veracity. Only after he (SAAW) had begun to preach the message of
Allah (SWT) did they call him (SAAW) a liar (Editor’s Note: We
recuse ourselves of such blasphemous allegations). Still, during this
period none dared to say that the Prophet (SAAW) had ever been
guilty of untruthfulness in personal matters. Even his (SAAW)
worst enemies never accused him (SAAW) of lying. When they did
accuse him (SAAW) of falsehood (Editor’'s Note: We recuse
ourselves of such blasphemous allegations), they did so in respect
of his (SAAW) prophetic mission. Abu Jahl for instance, was one of
his (SAAW) staunchest enemies. On the occasion of the Battle of
Badr, Akhnas b. Shariq asked Abu Jahl, when they were alone, to
confide whether he considered Muhammad (SAAW) to be truthful
or not. He replied: 'By God, Muhammad (SAAW) is a veracious
person. He (SAAW) has never lied in all his life. But if every
honourable office-liwa' (standard-bearing in war), siqayah
(provision of water to the pilgrims), hijabah (guardianship of the
Ka'bah) and nubuwah (Prophethood) - were to fall to the share of
the decedents of Qusayy, what would be left for the rest of the
Quraysh?' (Ref: Ibn Kathir, vol.3, pp.17-18.)

In the verse, Allah (SWT) consoles the Prophet (SAAW) by telling
him (SAAW) that by charging him (SAAW) with falsehood the
unbelievers were calling Allah (SWT) untruthful. Since Allah (SWT)
has endured this accusation with mild forbearance, leaving them

free to persist in their blasphemy, the Prophet (SAAW) need not feel
undue disquiet. Moreover, Allah (SWT) says to the Prophet (SAAW)
that He (SWT) knows well whatever they (disbelievers) demand
from him (SAAW) and whatever they deny from his (SAAW)
miracles grieves him (SAAW).

This verse serves as a point of climax of this section of the Surah. It
clearly identifies the root cause of the disease in the hearts of the
disbelievers as well as their consequential wicked actions.

Verse 34
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14 Message of the Qur’an
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"And certainly were messengers denied before you, but they were
patient over the denial, and they were harmed until Our victory
came to them. And none can alter the words [i.e., decrees] of Allah.

And there has certainly come to you some information about the
[previous] messengers."

The major point emphasized in this verse is that no one has the power
to change Allah's (SWT) Law regarding the conflict between Truth
and falsehood. Lovers of Truth must necessarily pass through trials
and persecution so as to be gradually tempered. Their endurance,
their honesty of conviction, their readiness to sacrifice and to
undertake all risk for the cause of Truth, the strength of their faith and
the extent of their trust in Allah (SWT) must be tested. They need to
pass through this phase of persecution to develop in themselves those
qualities which can be developed nowhere else but on earth. They are
also required to defeat the forces of ignorance and falsehood by virtue
of their moral excellence and the nobility of their character. Only after
they have established their moral superiority over their adversaries
will Allah's (SWT) help arrive. No one can secure that help
beforehand.

The verse also outlines the divinely specified course which has to be
followed by Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) as he (SAAW) has been
appointed a Messenger (SAAW). Phases of this course of action
include bearing the opposition patiently and this phase is surely not
novel as the Prophet (SAAW) had been told this at various other
places in the Qur’an regarding the difficult lives and hardships faced
by previous Prophets (AS). Moreover, Allah (SWT) had informed the
Prophet (SAAW) in the beginning “verily We shall send down to you
some weighty word.” (Ref: Surah Muzammil, Verse 5).

Verse 35

) PR 7P N A R O I ¢ >
555l L LT 591 6 5 T SR SR S ST o

/ kel G600 F e

"And if their evasion is difficult for you, then if you are able to seek
a tunnel into the earth or a stairway into the sky to bring them a
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sign, [then do so]. But if Allah had willed, He would have united
them upon guidance. So never be of the ignorant."

The Prophet (SAAW) saw that even though he (SAAW) had spent a
long time admonishing his (SAAW) people due to their belief in
falsehood, yet they did not seem inclined to heed his (SAAW) call. As a
result he (SAAW) sometimes wished, for the sake of spreading the
message of Allah (SWT), for the appearance of some extraordinary sign
of Allah (SWT) that would undermine the stubbornness of his (SAAW)
people and lead them to accept his (SAAW) message of guidance
towards Allah (SWT). This verse embodies Allah’s (SWT) response to
the Prophet's (SAAW) desire. Allah (SWT) tells His (SWT) beloved
Messenger (SAAW) not to be impatient. The Prophet (SAAW) is told to
persist in his (SAAW) striving and continue to work, in conformity with
Allah’s (SWT) directives. Had it been Allah’s (SWT) purpose to work
miracles, He (SWT) would have done so. But Allah (SWT) did not
consider that to be either the appropriate method for bringing to a
successful completion the required intellectual and moral revolution or
for the evolution of a sound, healthy civilization. Moreover, Allah
(SWT) tells His (SWT) beloved Prophet (SAAW) that even the most
vivid of miracles or tangible signs of Allah (SWT) would not change
the unbelief of the unbelievers into belief, unless Willed by Allah
(SWT). The Holy Prophet (SAAW) is directed that he (SAAW) should
not expect Allah (SWT) to fulfil his (SAAW) wish, as such phenomena
have no place in Allah's (SWT) Grand Scheme of things.

Moreover, the verse elucidates that had it been Allah’s (SWT) Will that
all people should be driven to the Truth, there would have been no
need to send Prophets (AS), to reveal divine Scriptures, to direct
believers to engage in struggles against unbelievers, and to make the
message of Truth pass through the necessary stages until fulfilment is
reached. The result could have been achieved by a single sign of Allah's
(SWT) Will of “Kun” (Be). Allah (SWT), however, did not want things
to happen that way. He (SWT) Willed the Truth to be set before people
with its supporting arguments so that by a proper exercise of their
rational judgement, they should recognize it for what it was and
thereafter freely choose to embrace it as their faith. By moulding their

e S ey



16 Message of the Qur’an

lives in conformity with this Truth such people should demonstrate
their moral superiority over the followers of falsehood. The Prophet
(SAAW) and his (SAAW) companions (RA) should continually attract
people of sound morals by the force of their arguments, by the loftiness
of their ideals, by the excellence of their principles and by the purity of
their lives. They should thus reach their goal - the establishment of the
hegemony of the true faith - by the natural and gradual escalation of
strife against falsehood. Allah (SWT) will guide them in the
performance of this task and will provide them with whatever help
they merit during the various stages of their struggle. Allah (SWT) has
created man as a responsible being, bestowed upon him a degree of
latitude that he may exercise, granted him the freedom to choose
between obedience and disobedience to Allah (SWT), awarded him a
certain term of life in order to demonstrate his worth, and determined
that at an appointed Hour He (SWWT) will judge him for either reward
or punishment in the light of his deeds.

Verse 36
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"Only those who hear will respond. But the dead - Allah will
resurrect them; then to Him they will be returned."

'Those who hear' mentioned in this verse refers to those whose
consciences are alive, who have not atrophied their intellect and
reason, and who have not closed their hearts to the Truth out of
irrational prejudice, arrogance and treachery. In contrast to such
people are those who are characterized as 'dead' - who blindly follow
the old familiar beaten tracks, and can never deviate from the ways
they have inherited, even when these ways are plainly at variance
with the Truth of the One and Only Allah (SWT) worthy of being
worshipped.

The verse also elucidates that those who are “dead” and spend their
worldly life in disbelief and falsehood would be brought back to life
by the Will of Allah (SWT) on the Day of Resurrection and then
presented for Judgement before their Creator - Allah (SWI) the
Almighty (SWT).
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Verse 37
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"And they say, "Why has a sign not been sent down to him from his
Lord?" Say, "Indeed, Allah is Able to send down a sign, but most of
them do not know."

In this verse, the “ayah’ signifies a tangible miracle, which, in simple
words means a sign from Allah (SWT). The purpose of the verse is to
point out that the reason for not showing a miraculous sign is not
Allah (SWT) powerlessness. The true reason is something else which
those people in their immaturity, have failed to comprehend.
According to certain exegetes the reason may be Allah’s (SWT) Will
and Mercy to give a chance to the unbelievers to accept the Truth,
because once a miracle has be granted on request, if the unbelievers
still reject the Truth, they are destroyed for good. And Allah
Knows Best!

Verse 38
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"And there is no creature on [or within] the earth or bird that flies
with its wings except [that they are] communities like you. We have
not neglected in the Register a thing. Then unto their Lord they will
be gathered."

The verse addresses those who do not believe in the Truth. It uses
commonly observed phenomena to develop an irrefutable argument
of Allah’s (SWT) authority over all things, alone. The verse says that if
the unbelievers are concerned with miraculous signs in order to
determine whether or not the message of the Prophet (SAAW) is
indeed true, then, let them look around with open and attentive eyes.
If they actually do so they will find the world full of such signs. Let
them take any species of animal or bird they like. They can reflect
upon the excellence of its organic structure. They will notice how its
instinctive urges are in complete conformity with its natural
requirements. They will also observe how wonderfully adequate are
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18 Message of the Qur’an

the arrangements for providing it with nourishment; how
marvellously well-determined are the limits within which it lives;
how tremendously efficient is the system under which each living
creature is protected, provided for, looked after and directed towards
self-fulfilment; how strictly each one is fitted into the framework of
the discipline devised for it, and how very smooth is the operation of
the whole system of birth, procreation and death. Were one to reflect
on this alone, from among the innumerable signs of Allah (SWT), one
would perceive fully how true the teaching of the Prophet (SAAW) is
concerning the unity and other attributes of Allah (SWT) and how
necessary it is to live a righteous life in conformity with the “concept”
of Allah (SWT) propounded by his Messenger (SAAW). But their eyes
were neither open to perceive the Truth nor their ears open to heed
admonition. Instead, they remained ignorant, preferring to be
entertained by the performance of wondrous feats.

The verse also emphasises that although animals, birds and insects
have their own ways and systems, such as a queen ant is the leader of
the entire ant community containing worker ants, the ultimate
Designer, Enforcer and Maintainer of those ways and systems is Allah
(SWT) alone and to Him (SWT) will they all return on the Day of
Judgement for accountability.

Verse 39
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"But those who deny Our verses are deaf and dumb within
darknesses. Whomever Allah wills - He leaves astray; and
whomever He wills - He puts him on a straight path."

Allah’s (SWT) “act” of misguiding a person consists in not enabling
one who cherishes being arrogant, treacherous and ignorant to
observe the signs of Allah (SWT). The fact is that if a biased person -
one who has no real love of the Truth - were to observe the signs of
Allah (SWT), he might still fail to perceive them. Indeed, all those
things which cause misconception and confusion would probably
continue to alienate him from them. Allah's (SWT) “act” of true
guidance consists in enabling a seeker of the Truth to benefit from the
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Al-An'am 19

sources of true knowledge, so that he constantly discovers sign after
sign, leading him ultimately to the Truth. This verse alludes to this
basic reality of the striving of people for Truth vs falsehood and the
implications of both thereof.

A myriad of cases are encountered daily to illustrate this. We notice
that a great many people pass inattentively over the countless signs of
Allah (SWT) that are scattered all over the world and beyond, and
ignore even those signs which are manifest in human beings as well
as in plants, animals and other creations. It is little wonder, then, that
they derive no lesson from all these signs. There are many who study
zoology, botany, biology, geology, astronomy, physiology, anatomy
and other branches of natural science. Others study history,
archaeology and sociology. During the course of such studies they
come across many signs of Allah (SWT) which, if they cared to look at
them in the correct perspective, might fill their hearts with faith. But
since they commence their study with a bias, and are actuated only by
the desire to acquire worldly advantages, they fail to discover the
signs which could lead them to the Truth. On the contrary, each of
those very signs of Allah (SWT) contributes to pushing them towards
atheism, materialism and naturalism, all rooting from their arrogance,
treachery and inertia. At the same time, the world is not empty of
those truly wise ones who view the universe with open eyes. For
them even the most ordinary phenomenon of the universe directs
them to Allah (SWT).

Therefore, the phrase, “Allah sends astray” actually means that as a
consequence of one’s misuse of the discretion of free will, Allah (SWT)
certifies one’s aberrance.

Verse 40
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"Say, "Have you considered: if there came to you the punishment

of Allah or there came to you the Hour - is it other than Allah you
would invoke, if you should be truthful?"

The verse poses a searching question. It is a common observation that
whenever the infidels were confronted with a difficulty, as in a sea
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20 Message of the Qur’an

storm or a life threatening situation, they tend to lose the respect for
their deities and cried for Allah’s (SWT) help. They are being
questioned here that why did they turn to Allah (SWT) in extreme
danger, something they would repeat when the biggest of all
calamities - The Hour - arrives. This means that turning to Allah
(SWT) for invocation is innate for human beings and is the Truth.

Verse 41
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"No, it is Him [alone] you would invoke, and He would remove
that for which you invoked Him if He willed, and you would
forget what you associate [with Him]."

Continuing the theme in the previous verse, attention is now drawn
in this verse towards another sign - one observable even in the lives of
those who deny the Truth. When either some great calamity befalls a
person or when death starkly stares in the face, it is only to Allah
(SWT) that the person turns to for refuge. On such occasions even the
staunchest polytheists forget their false gods and cry out to the One
True God - Allah (SWT), and even the most rabid of atheists stretch
out their hands in prayer to Him (SWT) (although those watching
may not be aware of this happening at the time of death, as the veil is
lifted only for the person dying and not for others). This phenomenon
is mentioned here in order to draw an instructive lesson. It shows that
devotion to Allah (SWT) and monotheism are ingrained in the human
soul. No matter how overlaid this truth might be with darkness, some
day it shakes off man's heedlessness and ignorance and manifests
itself fully, potentially in this world and certainly at the time of death
for all. It was the observation of this sign which had led 'Ikrimah (RA),
the son of Abu Jahl, to the true faith. For when Makkah was
conquered by the Holy Prophet (SAAW), 'Ikrimah (RA) fled to Jeddah
and sailed from there towards Abyssinia. During the voyage the boat
ran into a severe storm which threatened to capsize it. At first people
began calling on their gods and goddesses. Later on, when the storm
grew even worse and the passengers were sure that the boat would
sink, they began to feel it was time to call on The One True God -
Allah (SWT) - alone, for He (SWT) alone could save them. This
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opened the eyes of 'Ikrimah (RA), whose heart cried out to him (RA)
that if there was no effective helper for them in that situation, how
could there be one elsewhere? He (RA) also recalled that this was
precisely what the Holy Prophet (SAAWW) had constantly told people,
and that it was precisely because of this preaching that they had been
engaged in unnecessary violent conflict with him (SAAW). This was a
turning-point in 'Tkrimah's (RA) life. He (RA) instantly made up his
(RA) mind that if he (RA) survived the storm he (RA) would go
straight to the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and place his (RA) hand in his
(SAAW), binding himself (RA) in allegiance. Thereafter, he (RA) not
only remained true to his (RA) word by becoming a Muslim, but
spent the rest of his (RA) life struggling for the cause of Islam.

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best!
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