




























































































































































ISLAM: DEEN, NOT RELIGION 
 

Dr. Ahmad Afzaal 

 
The essence of true and authentic Islamic thought consists of the idea that it 

is not enough to practice Islam in the personal life only, but that the teachings 

of the Quran and those of the Sunnah need also be implemented in their 

totality in the social, economic, and political fields. In other words, it implies 

the establishment of the sovereignty of Almighty Allah (SWT) in the 

"religious" as well as the "secular" domains, or the removal of the dichotomy 

between collective life and state authority on the one hand and Divine 

guidance on the other. The underlying and pervasive idea in this context, 

which is also an integral part of the Islamic Revolutionary Thought, is that 

the struggle to establish unqualified and unconditional ascendancy of the 

Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (SAAWS) is obligatory 

upon all members of the Muslim Ummah. The goal of this struggle is to 

achieve the domination of the True way of life (Deen al-Haq), so that the 

Islamic System of Social Justice - which is the most balanced synthesis of 

human freedom, fraternity, and equality, and which embodies the Divine 

attributes of Benevolence, Providence, and Justice - can be established on 

God's earth.  

The Islamic Revolutionary Thought, briefly defined above, is often 

condemned and denigrated by the Western media as one of the most despised 

evils in today's world, the notorious "Islamic Fundamentalism." The reason 

for their extreme aversion is based on the fact that it is only Islam and its 

revolutionary and dynamic interpretation that poses a real challenge to 

secularism - the system of collective life that was born in Europe but which 

has come to dominate the entire globe.  

What is secularism? Any number of religions can be accommodated under a 

secular system, provided no demand is made regarding the application of 

religious criteria in defining social, economic, and political policies. The 

selection of goals and the utilization of means in all collective affairs must 

not be inspired by any form of religious teaching; rather, such policy 

decisions should be taken only on the basis of human pragmatic thought and 

majority opinion. Religion under a secular system is demoted to a personal 

and private affair of the individual. Thus, everyone is totally free concerning 

his metaphysical beliefs, rituals for worship, and social customs; the state 

won't interfere in any of these. At the same time, religion must not intrude or 

intervene in the running of the state either. Such a concept is, of course, 

diametrically opposed to the basic teaching of Islam.  
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The Holy Quran describes Islam as Deen al-Haq, or the true way of life. The 

very connotation of the word Deen - as contrasted with "religion" - is a 

declaration of war against secularism. This is because the word religion is 

commonly used in a rather narrow sense, its scope being limited to a set of 

dogmas, some rituals for worship, and a number of social customs to 

celebrate important life-events.   

 

Deen, on the other hand, can be understood through following steps:  

The basic definition of Deen is reward. (Al-Fatiha: 3) 

 

Reward is always on the basis of some laws. If anyone abides by the laws, he 

will be given good reward and in case of their violations, he will be 

punished.   

 

Laws are there to support a system and the system is known by the one  

who has the absolute authority and command.  

   

the value of a system exists till the time it is obeyed.  

Hence, Deen is a system of life in which human beings consciously surrender 

themselves to the sovereignty of a higher authority, and live a life of total 

obedience under the system of that higher authority, in order to gain rewards 

from it and to save themselves from its punishment.   

If the king has the absolute say and is being obeyed completely then the 

system is known as Deen al-Malik (Yousuf:76) – King’s system.  

“….He could not take his brother by the law of the king (as 

a slave)….”  
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When the term Deen is used for Islam, it obviously means a system of 

life where Almighty Allah (SWT) is worshipped and obeyed, not just in 

the narrow religious sense, but in a manner that includes all aspects of 

human life.   

“And you see that the people enter Allâh's Deen (Islâm) in 

crowds”. (An-Nasr: 2)  

 

Let us compare secularism with Islamic system. There is no guidance 

provided by the non-Islamic system at individual level.  Whereas, Islam 

provides complete guidance at individual level, as well as at collective level.  

“This day, i have perfected your Deen for you, completed my 

favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your 

Deen” (5:3)   

Islam is based on, and rooted in, a well-integrated set of beliefs describing 

the nature of ultimate reality, meaning of human life, and the final destiny. In 

addition to this essential faith or Iman, modes of worship (i.e., Salat, Zakat, 

Saum, and Hajj) and various social customs are also indispensable and 

integral parts of Islam.  

The non Islamic system provides popular sovereignty at political level of the 

collective sphere of life. People are sovereign and can make any laws even if 

they clash with the divine laws. God has nothing to do with their collective 

life affairs. This is the first time in the history of mankind that man has taken 

out God from their collective lives. At economic level, the landmark of 

secular system is interest based economy in which a person owns everything. 

A person has free choice to spend/earn money the way he pleases. Interest 

based economy necessarily creates “haves and have nots”. The one who is 

rich will remain permanently rich and the one who is poor will remain 

permanently poor. Interest has a sister known as insurance with the help of 

which it is pretended that Allah is prevented from making the people poor. 

Through speculation, the economy is in the hands of few people. When ever, 
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they want, they can suck blood of the masses. Whereas, at social level 

“freedom” is the catch word of secularism, and total freedom ultimately leads 

to unwed mothers, single parents and high rate of divorces in the society.  

On the other hand, along with religious guidance, Islam also provides us all 

the relevant instructions regarding our social, economic, and political 

existence (generally considered to be the "secular" or "worldly" aspects of 

life), and this is what really distinguishes Islam from other religions, say, 

Christianity or Buddhism. The salient features of Islamic socio-politico-

economic system are  

 At political level (no oppression)  

• Sovereignty (al-haakamiyya) belongs to Allah alone and for mankind is 

khilafat (Yousuf : 40, Bani-Israel : 111, Al-Kahf : 26)  

• No legislation will be done repugnant to the Quran and the Sunnah. (An-

Nisa : 59,  Al Hujraat : 1)  

• No authoritarianism, mutual consultation. (As-Shura : 38)  

• Makes a clear distinction between muslims and non-muslims. (At-

Tawbah : 29)  

• No theocracy. (At-Tawbah : 31)  

At economic  level (no exploitation)  

• Allah owns everything (al-malik). (3:180, 63:7)  

• Man is only a custodian. (57:7)  

• Controlled capitalism minus interest & gambling. (2:275, 2: 279, 5:91)  

At social  level (no discrimination)  

• One creator (al-khaliq), everyone (by birth) is equal (4:1, 49:13)  

• Segregation of sexes. (24:31, 33:53, 33:59)  

• Unity of the human race - common origin of mankind from Adam and 

Eve,  

 Hence total equality between black, white, Arab, non-Arab etc.  

Note:   

"My choice of Mohammad to lead the list of the world's most influential 

persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he 

was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the 

religious and secular levels”. by Dr. Michael Hart, the 100: a ranking of the 

most influential persons in the history. Page 33, 1978 Presently in all existing 

systems, collective life affairs are based on secularism and divine guidance 
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has no relevance. This is shirk and in Quranic terms it is known as a system 

of taghoot (Evil and devil)   

“....and they wish to go for judgment to the taghoot (those authorities which 

govern in violation of Allah's laws) while they have been ordered to reject 

them...” (4:60) 

“...those who do not make decisions according to Allah's laws, are kafir” 

(5:44)   

“.... those who do not make decisions according to Allah's laws, are zalim 

(mushrik)” -(5:45)  

“..... those who do not make decisions according to Allah's laws, are fasiq 

(disobedient”) - (5:47)  

According to these Quranic decrees, at collective level, the whole Muslim 

Ummah is kafir, fasiq and musrik (zalim)   

The true way of life, Deen al-Haq, is not meant to survive submissively as a 

mere religion under the umbrella of secularism; instead the Holy Quran 

makes it abundantly clear that Islam is meant to dominate all domains of life 

and all man-made systems and ideologies. This puts a tremendous 

responsibility on our shoulders. The Quranic commands vis-à-vis human 

society, culture, law, economics, and politics are not given to us so that we 

may admire and praise them, but they are meant to be implemented and acted 

upon. This necessitates that the gulf between Faith and Power be removed, 

which obviously requires a revolution in the leadership so that - instead of 

fulfilling any un-Islamic agenda - it contributes towards the establishment of 

"God's Kingdom on earth”. Without collective organizational power, a 

significant portion of Islam remains confined to the realm of theory only, 

and, as a result, all sorts of corruption, injustice, inequity and immorality are 

let loose on earth. To establish the Islamic state is not a one man’s job. It 

requires a collective effort and this effort in Quranic terms is known as Jihad-

fi-sabeelillah and without jihad-fi-sabeelillah there is no salvation from 

painful doom as stated in verse (61:10-11)   

“O believers, shall I tell you, and guide you to a trade which 

will save you from a painful doom, that you believe in Allah 

and his messenger (p b u h) and that you strive hard (jihad) 

in the cause of Allah with your wealth and your lives: that 

will be better for you, if you but know.” (As-Saf: 10-11).   

It's not that Islam cannot survive or support itself without political authority, 

but, in fact, it is the political authority that grows more and more corrupt 

unless it is subordinated to the commands of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah 

of Prophet Muhammad (SAW). 

Continued at page 87   



 

MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN 
 

Translation and Brief Elucidation  
 

By 

Dr. Israr Ahmad 

 

Aal-e-Imran 

(Ayaat 31- 63) 

 

ُ غَفُوْ  ْ ۭوَالله�
ُ

بكمَ ْ ذُُ�ْ
ُ

كم
َ
ُ وَيغَْفِرْ ل ُ الله�

ُ
بِعُوْنىِْ يحُْبِبْكم َ فَات� وْنَ الله� �ِب

ُ
نْتمُْ تح

ُ
 اِنْ ك

ْ
حِيمٌْ     قُل  31رٌ ر�

(31) Say: "If you do love Allah (SWT) follow me: Allah (SWT) will love you 
and forgive you your sins for Allah (SWT) is Oft-Forgiving Most 
Merciful." 

This is an extremely important ayah. Allah (SWT) explicates that the 

love of Allah (SWT), the basis and essence of Islam, is attained by 
following His Messenger (SAW). A difference must be clarified between 
obeying the Prophet (SAW) (Ita’at) and following the Prophet (SAW) 
(Ittiba’). Obeying means to do whatever the Prophet (SAW) has ordered 

us to do and abstain from whatever he (SAW) has asked us to refrain 
from. To follow means to try to copy the day-to-day habits of the 
Prophet (SAW) out of sheer love for him. This is spiritually higher then 
merely obeying and this action will make the follower the beloved of 

Allah (SWT). 

فِرِْ-َ  
ٰ
ك
ْ
 يحُبِ� ال

َ
َ لا وْا فَاِن� الله�

�
ل  ۚ فَاِنْ 2ََ

َ
سُوْل َ وَالر� طِيْعُوا الله�

َ
 ا
ْ
 32قُل

(32) Say: "Obey Allah and His Messenger. But if they turn back then 
Allah (SWT) does not love those who reject Faith” 

Our foremost relationship with the Holy Prophet (SAW) is to have true 
faith and belief in his Prophethood. Secondly as the ayah indicates, 

the second relationship with the last Prophet (SAW) is that of 
obedience. It is incumbent on every Muslim to obey him without 
question i.e. this obedience must be unconditional as is commanded 
by Allah (SWT). This ayah proves that defying or rejecting Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW) constitutes disbelief in Islam. Thus Ita’at is a 

fundamental requirement for every Muslim but to attain a higher 
spiritual level, one should strive for Ittiba’. 

From here, we begin the second section of this surah from ayah 33 to 

64. It was revealed in 9 A.H when a deputation of scholars from the 
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Christian state of Najran, a city between Hijaz and Yaman, visited the 
Prophet (SAW). Najran was a Christian city and it was governed by 

three Christian chiefs who came to visit the Prophet (SAW) 
accompanied by 60 men. Allah (SWT) sent down the following ayat 

during this period to invite the members of the Christian deputation. 

مِينَْ 
َ
عٰل
ْ
 ال
َ
 عمِرْٰنَ َ>

َ
هِيمَْ وَاٰل  اِْ?ٰ

َ
اٰل حًا و� َ اصْطCDَ اٰدَمَ وَُ�ْ  ۙ  33اِن� الله�

(33) Allah did choose Adam and Noah the family of Abraham and the 
family of Imran above all people.  

The Prophet (SAW) was from the progeny of Ibrahim (AS), while Imran 
(AS) [1] was the father of Musa (AS) and Haroon (AS) from whose lineage 

was Maryam (AS). 

يْعٌ عَلِيمٌْ     ُ سمَِ  بعَْضُهَا MNِ  بعَْضٍۭ  وَالله�
Q
ي�ة  ۚ 34ذُرِّ

(34) Offspring one of the other. And Allah (SWT) hears and knows all things.  

i.e. they all had the same lineage. Imran was amongst Ibrahim’s 

offspring and ‘Isa (AS) and Yahya (AS) were from the progeny of Imran.  

نْتَ 
َ
ْ ۚ اِن�كَ ا  مِنىِّ

ْ
رًا فَتَقَب�ل رَ�

ُ
كَ مَا فيِْ بطَْنىِْ مح

َ
ْ نَذَرْتُ ل ِ

ّ
تُ عمِرْٰنَ رَبِّ اِنى

َ
تِ امْرَا

َ
عَلِيمُْ  ال اِذْ قَال

ْ
مِيْعُ ال  35س�

(35) Remember! When the wife of Imran said: "O my Lord! I do dedicate 
unto You what is in my womb for Your special service, so accept this 
of me for You hear and know all".  

This ayah describes the birth of Maryam (Mary) (AS), the mother of 
‘Isa (AS). The wife of Imran i.e. the mother of Maryam (AS) supplicated 
to Allah (SWT) to grant her an offspring and she would dedicate her 
child to Allah’s service. “So accept this of me for You hear and know all.” i.e. 
only You hear Your servants and know their intentions.  

 
ُ ْ
لا
َ
رُ كا

َ
ك
�
يْسَ الذ

َ
مُ بمِاَ وَضَعَتْ ۭ وَل

َ
عْل
َ
ُ ا نْثىٰ ۭ وَالله�

ُ
 ا
ٓ
ا ْ وَضَعْتهَُ ِ

ّ
تْ رَبِّ اِنى

َ
ا قَال م�ا وَضَعَتهَْ

َ
ا مَرْيمََ فَل يْتهَُ ْ سمَ� ِ

ّ
نْثىٰ ۚ وَاِنى

جِيمِْ   يْطٰنِ الر� ا Nَِ الش� ي�تهََ ھَابِكَ وَذُرِّ
ُ
عِيْذ

ُ
q ا ِ
ّ
 36وَاِنى

(36) When she was delivered of the child she said: "O my Lord! Behold! I 
have given birth to a daughter". And Allah (SWT) knew best what she 
brought forth, "and the male is not like the female. I have named her 
Mary and I commend her and her offspring to Your protection from 
the Evil one the Rejected.”  

She was not expecting a girl to be born and was hoping for a male 
child, as according to her views, a male child would have served the 
purpose better for which she had dedicated her child. She named the 
female child Maryam and sought refuge with Allah (SWT) to save her 

child and her offspring from the evil of Satan. 

 عَ 
َ
مَا دَخَل

�
ر�vِ  ڝ كلُ

َ
هَا زكَ

َ
ل ف�
َ
ك ا نَبَاyً حَسَـنًا  ۙ و� نMبَتهََ

َ
ا اَ بِقَبُوْلٍ حَسَنٍ و� �هَا رَبه

َ
ل مِحْرَابَ  ۙ فَتَقَب�

ْ
ر�vِ ال

َ
يهَْا زكَ

َ
وَجَدَ ل

 � زُقُ Nَْ ي ْ�َ َ ِ  ۭ اِن� الله� تْ ھُوَ Nِْ عِنْدِ الله�
َ
كِ ھٰذَا ۭ  قَال

َ
 ل
�
نى
َ
 يمٰرَْيـَمُ ا

َ
ءُ بِغَيرِْ حِسَابٍ   عِنْدَھَا رِزْقًا  ۚ قَال

ۗ
 37شَا
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(37) And her Lord graciously accepted her: He made her grow in purity 
and goodness. She was assigned to the care of Zechariah. Every time 
that he entered her chamber to see her he found her supplied with 
sustenance. He said: "O Mary! From where have you gotten this?" 
She said: "From Allah (SWT); for Allah (SWT) provides sustenance to 
whom He pleases without measure.  

Allah (SWT) accepted Maryam (AS) as a result of her mother’s 
supplication and made her grow up into a pious and righteous 
person. Zakariyya (AS) was the maternal uncle of Maryam (AS) and 
Allah (SWT) assigned him to be her guardian in the temple. “Every 
time that he entered her chamber to see her he found her supplied 
with sustenance. He said: "O Mary! From where have you gotten 
this?” Whenever Zakariyya (AS) entered the praying place of Maryam 
(AS), he would find with her all kinds of unseasoned fruits. When he 
saw this, he asked her about these fruits, and she replied, “From 
Allah (SWT); for Allah (SWT) provides sustenance to whom He pleases 

without measure.”  

 
ۗ
عَا �يْعُ الد   ۚ اِن�كَ سمَِ

ً
بَة  طَيِّ

ً
ي�ة دُنْكَ ذُرِّ

�
 رَبِّ ھَبْ ليِْ Nِْ ل

َ
 38ءِ  ھُنَالكَِ دَعَا زكََر�vِ رَب�هْ ۚ  قَال

(38) Thereupon Zechariah prayed to his Lord: "O my Lord! Grant me 
upright descendants; surely You hear all prayers.” 

Zakariyya (AS) was an old man as was his wife, but when he saw 
Maryam (AS) with all the provision provided to her miraculously by 

Allah (SWT), he also supplicated to Him to provide him with a 
righteous child. And surely Allah (SWT) listens to all prayers of His 

servants. 

ـا بِ  Qق كَ بِيَحْيىٰ مُصَدِّ ُ َ يبَُشرِّ ن� الله�
َ
مِحْرَابِ ۙ ا

ْ
ْ فيِ ال ى�مٌ ي�صَليِّ

ۗ
 وَھُوَ قَا

ُ
ة
َ
ك �ى� مَل

ْ
دًا فَنَادَتْهُ ال ِ وَسَيِّ َ الله� ِNّ ٍمَِة

َ
كل

لِحِينَْ    َ الص� ِNّ نبَِي�ا حَصُوْرًا و�  39و�
(39) While he was standing in prayer in the chamber, the angels called 

unto him: "Allah gives you glad tidings of John who shall confirm the 
truth of a Word from Allah. And he will be noble and chaste and a 
Prophet from among the righteous." 

The angels delivered the good news to Zakariyya (AS) while he was 

supplicating to his Lord that Allah (SWT) is going to bless him with a 

child, his name will be Yahya (AS) (John the Baptist) and he will 

confirm the word of Allah (SWT). ‘Isa (AS) has been described as a 

word of Allah (SWT) in the Qur’an, which refers to his birth because he 

was born at the command of Allah (SWT), when He said: "Be".  

 
ُ
ُ يفَْعَل  كَذٰلكَِ الله�

َ
تىِْ عَاقِرٌ   ۭ قَال

َ
كِبرَُ وَامْرَا

ْ
غَنىَِ ال

َ
قَدْ بلَ وْنُ ليِْ غُلمٌٰ و�

ُ
 يكَ
�
نى
َ
 رَبِّ ا

َ
ءُ  قَال

ۗ
 40 مَا يشََا

(40) He said: "O my Lord! How shall I have a son seeing I am very old and my 
wife is barren?" (Allah) said: "Thus Allah (SWT) does what He wills." 
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When the angels gave the glad tidings of a child to Zakariyya (AS), he 

was surprised and wondered as to how he could have a child at such an 
old age and when his wife was also barren. “(Allah) said: "Thus Allah (SWT) 
does what He wills."” i.e. despite your old age and sterility of your wife, 
Allah (SWT) will bestow upon you a son and He does what He wills. 

مٍ اِلا� رَمْزًا   ۭوَاذْكُرْ  �v
َ
اسَ ثَلـٰـثَةَ ا مَِ الن�

ّ َ
لا� تُكل

َ
 اٰيتَُكَ ا

َ
  ۭ قَال

ً
q اٰيةَ  ليِّ

ْ
 رَبِّ اجْعَل

َ
ِ  قَال عَشىِّ

ْ
حْ ِ�ل سَبِّ ا و� ب�كَ كَثِيرًْ ر�

بْكاَرِ     ۧ 41وَالاِْ
(41) He said: "O my Lord! Give me a sign!" "Your Sign shall be that you 

shall not speak to people for three days but with signals. Then celebrate 
the praises of your Lord again and again and glorify Him in the 
evening and in the morning.” 

Zakariyya (AS) asked his Lord for a sign to assure him and his wife of 

the birth of their child. Therefore Allah (SWT) gave him a sign that he 
would not be able to speak to people except by sign language for 
three days and ordered him to glorify and thank Him.  

مِينَْ   
َ
عٰل
ْ
ءِ ال
ۗ
رَكِ وَاصْطَفٰىكِ َ>ٰ نسَِا َ اصْطَفٰىكِ وَطَه�  يمٰرَْيمَُ اِن� الله�

ُ
ة
َ
ك �ى� مَل

ْ
تِ ال

َ
 42وَاِذْ قَال

(42) And when the angels said: "O Mary! Allah (SWT) has chosen you, 
purified you and chosen you above the women of all nations.  

In this ayah, Allah (SWT) states that He chose Maryam (AS) for her 

virtue and chasteness above women of all nations and has purified 
her. The Messenger of Allah (SAW) once said: “Many men achieved 
perfection, but among women, only Mary the daughter of Imran and 

Asiah, the wife of Pharaoh, achieved perfection.” [2] 

دِيْ وَاركَِْ¤ْ مَعَ الر�كعِِينَْ     43يمٰرَْيمَُ اقْنُتىِْ لرَِبِّكِ وَاسجُْ
(43) O Mary! Be obedient to your Lord and prostrate yourself and bow 

down with those who bow down.  

The angels told Maryam (AS) to submit herself in obedience, to praise 

Allah (SWT) and prostrate and bow in front of Him. 

 
ْ
ي�ھُمْ يكَ

َ
مَھُمْ ا

َ
قْلا
َ
قُوْنَ ا

ْ
مْ اِذْ يلُ دَيهِْ

َ
يْكَ  ۭ وَمَا كُنْتَ ل

َ
حِيْهِ اِل غَيْبِ ُ�ْ

ْ
ءِ ال
ۗ
نMبَا
َ
 مَرْيمََ  ۠وَمَا كُنْتَ ذٰلكَِ Nِْ ا

ُ
فُل

تَصِمُوْنَ   مْ اِذْ يخَْ دَيهِْ
َ
 44ل

(44) These are the news from the unseen which We are revealing to you. 
You were not present with them when they cast their pens to decide 
which of them should be the guardian of Mary (AS); nor were you with 
them when they argued about it.  

This ayah indicates that the Prophets of Allah (SWT) did not know the 

unseen, unless the knowledge of it was revealed to them by the will of 
Allah (SWT). “You were not present with them when they cast their pens 
to decide which of them should be the guardian of Mary (AS); nor were 
you with them when they argued about it” When the mother of 
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Maryam (AS) dedicated her to the service of Allah (SWT) in the temple, 

the priests and scholars of the temple started to argue amongst 
themselves as to who shall be the custodian of Maryam (AS). Prophet 
Zakariyya (AS) asked them to give her in his custody as he was their 
chief and also the husband of Maryam’s maternal aunt, but they did 
not want to give Maryam (AS) to him as each of them wanted to be her 

guardian himself. Therefore, they decided to cast lots with the pens 
with which they used to write the Torah and in the end Allah (SWT) 

made Zechariah (AS) win and he took Maryam (AS) in his custody.  

مَسِيْحُ عِيْسىَ اُْ 
ْ
هُ ال نْهُ   ڰ اسمُْ مَِةٍ مِّ

َ
كِ بِكل ُ َ يبَُشرِّ  يمٰرَْيمَُ اِن� الله�

ُ
ة
َ
ك �ى� مَل

ْ
تِ ال

َ
خِرَةِ اِذْ قَال نْيَا وَالاْٰ � مَرْيمََ وَجِيهًْا فيِ الد

بِينَْ    مُقَر�
ْ
 ۙ 45وNََِ ال

(45) Remember when the angels said: "O Mary! Allah gives you the good 
news with a Word from Him that you will be given a son, his name 
will be Christ, Jesus, the son of Mary. He will be noble in this world 
and the Hereafter; and he will be from those who are very close to 
Allah (SWT)." 

This noble ayah contains the glad tidings given to Maryam (AS) 
about the birth of her son ‘Isa (AS). As mentioned earlier in ayah 39, 
the Word of Allah (SWT) refers to his birth because he was born at 
the command of Allah (SWT), when He said: "Be". Allah (SWT) refers to 
‘Isa (AS) as the son of Maryam (AS) because he was born 

miraculously without any father. “He will be noble in this world and the 
Hereafter; and he will be from those who are very close to Allah (SWT)” i.e. He 

will be honored by Allah (SWT) in this world and the Hereafter and 
will be among those who are foremost in faith, virtue and shall be 

one of the nearest to Him. 

ا مُِ الن�
ّ َ
لِحِينَْ   وَيكلُ Nَِ الص�  و�

ً
مَهْدِ وَكَهْلا

ْ
 46سَ فيِ ال

(46) "He will speak to the people in the cradle and in maturity. And he will 
be among the righteous." 

This ayah states that Masih (Jesus) (AS) spoke to the people from his 

cradle defending his mother when they accused her of being 

unchaste and he will also speak to them when he reaches his 

maturity. The Arabic word ��َْآ (kahlan) is translated as maturity or 

mature age i.e. when a person reaches his full strength or someone 

who has reached the ripe age. In the Qur’an, this word is only used in 

reference to Masih (AS) and to express the prime of manhood. Islamic 

scholars agree that it denotes the age of 35 or above. They base their 

views on a Hadith reported by Ibn Abbas (RA) that Masih (AS) was 

raised up to Allah’s presence in his early 30s and that he will live for 

40 years when he comes again. [3] Therefore, ‘Isa (AS) has not died yet, 

Allah (SWT) raised him up unto Himself because the Jews wanted to 

kill him, and he will descend again at the end of time and rule the 

earth according to Islam.  
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ءُ  ۭ  اِذَا
ۗ
قُ مَا يشََا

ُ
ل ُ يخَْ  كَذٰلكِِ الله�

َ
ْ يمَْسَسْنىِْ بشرٌََ ۭقَال

َ
لم دٌ و�

َ
وْنُ ليِْ وَل

ُ
 يكَ

�
نى
َ
تْ رَبِّ ا

َ
هْ  قَال

َ
 ل
ُ
اَ يقَُوْل مْرًا فَاِنم�

َ
قَضىC ا

وْنُ  
ُ
 47كُنْ فَيَك

(47) She said: "O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has 
touched me?" He said: "Even so Allah (SWT) creates what He wills; 
when He has decreed a plan He but says to it `Be' and it is!” 

When the angels gave the glad tidings of a son to Maryam (AS), she 
was surprised as was Zakariyya (AS) when he was given the good 
news of his son, Yahya (AS). So she asked as to how she could have a 
child when no man had ever touched her. In reply, Allah (SWT) says: 
"Even so: Allah (SWT) creates what He wills; when He has decreed a plan He but 
says to it `Be' and it is” i.e. nothing is beyond His power and whatever He 

wills comes into existence immediately at the mere utterance of 'Be'. 

  
َ
يْل ِ

ْ
نج وْرٰىةَ وَالاِْ ةََ وَالت�

ْ
كمِ
ْ
كِتٰبَ وَالح

ْ
ِمُهُ ال

ّ
 ۚ 48وَيعَُل

(48) And Allah (SWT) will teach him the Book, wisdom, the Torah and the 
Injeel. 

i.e. Allah (SWT) will give Masih (AS) knowledge and wisdom and he will 
profess the same religion previously given to Musa (AS) along with the 

knowledge of Injeel.  

ْ قَدْ جِئْ  ِ
ّ
نى
َ
 ڏ ا
َ
اءِۗيْل نْفُخُ فِيْهِ وَرَسُوْلاً اِلىٰ بنىqَِ اِسرَْ

َ
يرِْ فَا ¾ــةِ الط� ينِْ كَهَيْــــ َ الطِّ ِNّ ْ

ُ
كم
َ
قُ ل
ُ
خْل
َ
q ا ِ
ّ
نى
َ
ۙ  ا ْ
ُ

بِّكم ْ ر�
ّNِ ٍَية
ٰ
�ِ ْ

ُ
تُكم

نَ 
ُ
ِ  ۚ وَا  ِ�ذِْنِ الله�

ٰ
مَوْتى

ْ
ْ¿ِ ال

ُ
صَ وَا َهَ وَالاَْْ?َ

ْ
يÂ الاَْكم ِ?ْ

ُ
ِ  ۚ وَا وْنُ طَيرQْ ا ِ�ذِْنِ الله�

ُ
ْ فَيَك

ُ
ئُكم وْنَ وَمَا  بِّ

ُ
كلُ
ْ
yَ َبمِا

ؤْمِنِينَْ    �ْ اِنْ كُنْتمُْ م
ُ

كم
�
 ل
ً
يةَ ْ ۭ اِن� فيِْ ذٰلكَِ لاَٰ

ُ
خِرُوْنَ فيِْۙ بيُُوْتِكم  ۚ 49تَد�

(49)   And a Messenger to the Children of Israel (saying): I have come to 
you with a sign from your Lord in that I make for you out of clay as 
it were the figure of a bird and breathe into it and it becomes a bird 
by Allah's (SWT) leave; and I heal the blind and the lepers and bring 
the dead to life by Allah's (SWT) leave. And I inform you what you 
eat and what you store in your houses. Surely therein is a Sign for 
you if you believe.  

Allah (SWT) sent ‘Isa (AS) to the Children of Israel as His Messenger 

along with the miracles that he performed by His will. In the previous 
ayah, Allah (SWT) mentions Yahya (AS) as His Prophet (Nabi) whereas 
He sent ‘Isa (AS) to the Children of Israel as His Messenger (Rasul). 
The Qur'an has used these words separately as well as 
interchangeably. A Prophet (Nabi) is an individual who guides his 
people to Allah’s path while a Messenger (Rasul) has a special 
position which is only given to a few of the Prophets. Along with being 
a deliverer of His Lord’s message a Messenger also follows a shari’ah. 

A Prophet may be killed but a Messenger cannot be killed. All the 
Prophets are not Messengers, yet all the Messengers are by default 
Prophets. “Surely therein is a Sign for you if you believe.” i.e. for those who 
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are believers, these miracles should testify that ‘Isa (AS) was a 

Messenger of Allah. 

 
�
وْرٰىةِ وَلاُِحِل مَِا بينََْ يدََي� Nَِ الت�

ّ
قًا ل ْ   ۣ فَات�قُوا وَمُصَدِّ

ُ
بِّكم ْ ر�

ّNِ ٍَية
ٰ
�ِ ْ

ُ
ْ وَجِئْتُكم

ُ
يْكم

َ
مَ عَل ذِيْ حُرِّ

�
ْ بعَْضَ ال

ُ
كم
َ
ل

طِيْعُوْنِ  
َ
َ وَا  50الله�

(50) (I have come to you) confirming which was before me of the Torah and 
to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to you. I have come 
to you with a Sign from your Lord. So fear Allah and obey me. 

‘Isa (AS) had come to confirm the previous teachings of Prophets and 
Messengers, especially Musa (AS), and to make certain things lawful 
which were forbidden according to the old law. “I have come to you with a 
Sign from your Lord. So fear Allah and obey me.” i.e. I have brought the truth 
from Allah (SWT), so submit yourselves to Him in all obedience and 
follow me. 

سْتَقِيمٌْ     �اطٌ م ْ فَاعْبُدُوْهُ   ھٰۭذَا صرَِ
ُ

ْ وَرَب�كم  رَبىِّ
َ  51اِن� الله�

(51) Truly, Allah is my Lord and your Lord; so worship Him (alone). This 
is the straight path.  

The path shown by all the Prophets including ‘Isa (AS) to mankind 

was to worship Allah (SWT) alone and submit and be loyal to Him. 

نْصَ 
َ
نُْ ا

َ
نَ نح ْ �Ëِوََار

ْ
 الح

َ
ِ   ۭ قَال نْصَارِيq  اِلىَ الله�

َ
 Nَْ ا

َ
فْرَ قَال

ُ
ك
ْ
حَس� عِيْسىٰ مِنْھُمُ ال

َ
 ا
ٓ
م�ا
َ
ِ ۚ وَاشْهَدْ فَل �Í�ِ ا ِ ۚ اٰمَن� ارُ الله�

�Î مُسْلِمُوْنَ   
َ
�ِ52 

(52) When Jesus found disbelief in them he said: "Who will be my helpers 
to Allah (SWT)?" Said the Disciples: "We are Allah's (SWT) helpers, we 
believe in Allah (SWT) and bear witness that we are Muslims." 

When ‘Isa (AS) perceived disbelief amongst the Jews and felt that they 
were not willing to listen to the word of Allah (SWT), he called out to 
his people as to who would help him in conveying the message of 
Allah (SWT). “Said the Disciples: "We are Allah's (SWT) helpers, we believe in Allah 
(SWT) and bear witness that we are Muslims”” Hawariyyun refers to the 
disciples of ‘Isa (AS) who were a few amongst the Children of Israel 
that believed in him as the true Messenger of Allah (SWT).  

تُبْنَا مَ 
ْ
 فَاك

َ
سُوْل تَ وَات�بَعْنَا الر�

ْ
ل َÏْ
َ
 ا
ٓ
ا بمِاَ  اٰمَن�

ٓ
هِدِْ-َ  رَب�نَا  53عَ الش�

(53) "Our Lord! We believe in your revelations and we follow the 
Messenger. So count us among those who bear witness."  

i.e. we follow the Injeel which Allah (SWT) revealed to His Messenger, 
‘Isa (AS) and bear witness to the truth of His message. 

مٰكِرِْ-َ  
ْ
ُ خَيرُْ ال ُ   ۭ وَالله� رَ الله�

َ
رُوْا وَمَك

َ
 ۧ 54وَمَك

(54) And they (disbelievers) plotted and planned and Allah planned too and 
Allah is the best of planners.  

The Jews plotted against ‘Isa (AS) and tried to kill him but Allah (SWT) 

saved him, raising him up from his house to heaven. Thus Allah (SWT) 

frustrated their plots and surely He is the best of all planners. 
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 ا
ُ
ذِْ-َ كَفَرُوْا وَجَاعِل

�
ْ مُتَوَفِّيْكَ وَرَافِعُكَ اِليَ� وَمُطَهِّرُكَ Nَِ ال ِ

ّ
ُ يٰعِيْسىC اِنى  الله�

َ
ذِْ-َ ات�بَعُوْكَ فَوْقَ اِذْ قَال

�
ل

 ْ
َ
ْ فÑَِْ كُنْتمُْ فِيْهِ تخ

ُ
ُ بيَْنَكم

ُ
حْكم

َ
ْ فَا

ُ
� اِليَ� مَرْجِعُكم

ُ
قِيٰمَةِ  ۚثم

ْ
مِ ال ْËَ ٰا اِلى qذِْ-َ كَفَرُو

�
 55تَلِفُوْنَ  ال

(55) And (remember) when Allah (SWT) said: "O Jesus! I will take you and 
raise you to Myself and purify you of those who disbelieve. I will make 
those who follow you superior to those who reject Faith till the Day of 
Resurrection, then shall you all return unto Me and I will judge 
between you of the matters wherein you used to dispute.  

The Arabic word tawaffi literally means ‘to take’ and ‘to receive’ and it 
is also used in the meaning ‘to seize the soul’ in the Qur’an as Allah 
(SWT) says: “It is He who takes your souls by night” [4] Here in this 
ayah it refers to the fact that Allah (SWT) has raised ‘Isa (AS) bodily 

unto the heavens and it is the belief of the Muslims that he will 
return before the Day of Resurrection. “I will make those who follow you 
superior to those who reject Faith till the Day of Resurrection” Those who follow 

him are the Muslims as they follow all the Prophets and Messengers 
in the correct manner and the Jews are the ones who rejected ‘Isa (AS) 

along with those Christians who changed and distorted the religion 
given to him. But among them, there were also sincere Christians 
who followed the true teachings of ‘Isa (AS) and that is why they 

always had an upper hand on the Jews. “then shall you all return unto Me 
and I will judge between you of the matters wherein you used to dispute” i.e. All 
their disputes about faith and religion will be adjudged by Allah (SWT), 

when they return to Him. 

 َ-ْ صرِِ
ْ ن� ّNِ ْھُم

َ
خِرَةِ   ۡ وَمَا ل نْيَا وَالاْٰ �بھُُمْ عَذَاً� شَدِيْدًا فيِ الد عَذِّ

ُ
ذِْ-َ كَفَرُوْا فَا

�
م�ا ال

َ
 56   فَا

(56) As to those who reject faith I will punish them with terrible agony in 
this world and in the Hereafter nor will they have anyone to help.  

This ayah refers to the Jews who rejected ‘Isa (AS) and those 

Christians who made changes in their religion. Allah (SWT) says that 

He will punish them in this world and in the Hereafter and they will 

not be able to defend or protect themselves against His punishment 

nor will they have any helpers. 

لِمِينَْ  ُ لاَ يحُبِ� الظ� جُوْرَھُمْ ۭ وَالله�
ُ
مْ ا لِحٰتِ فَيُوَفِّيهِْ وا الص�

ُ
ل ذِْ-َ اٰمَنُوْا وَعمَِ

�
م�ا ال

َ
 57وَا

(57) As to those who believe and do righteousness deeds, Allah (SWT) will 
pay them their reward in full. And Allah (SWT) does not like the 
wrongdoers.  

On the other hand, Allah (SWT) mentions the rewards of the believers 
in the Hereafter because of the righteous acts they used to do in 

this world.  

كَِيمِْ 
ْ
رِ الح

ْ
ك يٰتِ وَالذِّ

يْكَ Nَِ الاْٰ
َ
وْهُ عَل

ُ
 58ذٰلكَِ نَتْل

(58) This what We recite to you is revelation and a Wise reminder. 
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i.e. what Allah (SWT) has revealed to Muhammad (SAW) regarding ‘Isa 

(AS) and his life is the truth and wise admonition and remembrance. 

وْنُ   
ُ
هْ كُنْ فَيَك

َ
 ل
َ
� قَال

ُ
ابٍ ثم َÖُ ْNِ ْقَه

َ
َثَلِ اٰدَمَۭ خَل

َ
ِ كم  عِيْسىٰ عِنْدَ الله�

َ
 59اِن� مَثَل

(59) This similitude of Jesus before Allah (SWT) is as that of Adam (AS): He 
created him from dust then said to him: "Be" and he was.  

This ayah addresses the Christians who believed ‘Isa (AS) to be Allah’s 

son or one of the Trinity because of his miraculous birth, as he was 
created without a father. But then Adam (AS) is more entitled to it 
because he was created without a father or a mother. ‘Isa is like 
Adam in the sight of Allah (SWT). He created him (Adam) of dust and 

then said to him: 'Be', and he was. 

   َ-ْ مُمْترَِ
ْ
َ ال ّNِ ْن

ُ
 تَك

َ
بِّكَ فَلا قَ� Nِْ ر�

ْ
لح
َ
 60ا

(60) This is the Truth from your Lord, therefore, do not be of those who doubt.  

i.e. what we have explained about ‘Isa (AS) and his life is the truth, 

therefore do not doubt it. 

ءَ 
ۗ
بْنَا
َ
ءÎََ وَا

ۗ
بْنَا
َ
وْا نَدْعُ ا

َ
 تَعَال

ْ
مِ فَقُل

ْ
عِل
ْ
ءَكَ Nَِ ال

ۗ
كَ فِيْهِ MNِ بعَْدِ مَا جَا ج�

ۗ
نَْ حَا

َ
ْ فم

ُ
ءَكم

ۗ
ءÎََ وَنسَِا

ۗ
ْ وَنسَِا

ُ
كم

ذِبِينَْ    
ٰ
ك
ْ
ِ َ>َ ال عْنَتَ الله�

�
 ل
ْ
 فَنَجْعَل

ْ
ل  نبَْتهَِ

� ْ ۣ  ثمُ
ُ

نْفُسَكم
َ
نْفُسَنَا وَا

َ
 61وَا

(61) If anyone disputes in this matter with you now after (full) knowledge 
has come to you say: "Come! let us gather together our sons and your 
sons, our women and your women, ourselves and yourselves: then let us 
earnestly pray and invoke the curse of Allah (SWT) on those who lie!" 

When the Christian deputation from Najran came to visit the Prophet 
(SAW), they argued with him on some matters regarding ‘Isa (AS) and 

his birth. At that, Allah (SWT) commanded Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 

to call them to a Mubahalah [5] if they did not accept the truth. At 

this revelation, the Christians decided not to accept the challenge 
and went back to Najran.  

كَِيمُْ   
ْ
عَزÝُِْ الح

ْ
ھُوَ ال

َ
َ ل ُ  ۭ وَاِن� الله� قَ� ۚ وَمَا Nِْ اِلٰهٍ اِلا� الله�

ْ
قَصَصُ الح

ْ
ھُوَ ال

َ
 62اِن� ھٰذَا ل

(62) Verily, this is the true narrative and none has to be worshipped but 
Allah and indeed Allah is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

i.e. whatever has been revealed regarding ‘Isa (AS) is definitely the 

correct narration “and none has to be worshipped but Allah” This ayah is 
condemnation of the Christian believers who worship ‘Isa (AS) and 

claim that he is Allah’s son.  

مُفْسِدِْ-َ   فَاِ 
ْ
َ عَلِيمßْ ِ�ل وْا فَاِن� الله�

�
ل  ۧ 63نْ 2ََ

(63) But if they turn back then surely, Allah (SWT) has full knowledge of 
those who do mischief.  

i.e. Allah (SWT) has full knowledge of those who even after fully 
perceiving the truth, deny it and persist in their falsehood and thus 

create mischief. 
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From here begins the third section of this surah which generally 
addresses the People of the Book i.e. both Christians and Jews. The 

subject matter of this section is quite similar to the contents of the 
middle section of surah Al-Baqarah.  

End Notes 

[1] Scholars are of the opinion that Imran mentioned in these ayaat was the 

father of Maryam (AS) and thus grandfather of ‘Isa (AS). On the other 
hand, some believe that Imran was the father of Musa (AS) and Haroon 
(AS). It is also possible that both opinions are correct and the father of 
Maryam (AS) may have been named Imran after their ancestor. 

[2]  At-Tabari 6:397. Also recorded in The Six Books (Kutub As-Sitta) with the 
exception of Sunan of Abu Dawood. 

[3] Muhammed Khalil Herras, Fasl al-Maqal fi raf`i `Isa hayyan wa nuzulihi 
wa qatlihi ad-Dajjal (Cairo: Maktabat As-Sunnah, 1990), 20. 

[4] Surah Al-An’aam (6): 60.  

[5] A Mubahalah is a ceremony announced in order to decisively settle a 
disputed matter, where each party supplicates to Allah (SWT) for 
immediate destruction upon themselves if they are wrong. 

 خ  خ  خ

 
 

Continued from page 82 

ISLAM: DEEN, NOT RELIGION 

The struggle to establish the domination of Islam is one of our basic, though 

unfortunately forgotten, duties. The significance of this obligation is 

underscored by a tradition according to which Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is 

reported to have said: "If a Muslim dies and he had neither participated in 

any war for the cause of Almighty Allah (SWT) nor had he a desire to take 

part in such a war, then he dies in a state of a certain kind of nifaq (i.e., 

hypocrisy, and not of true faith)." A Muslim whose life is devoid of the Jihad 

to establish the system of Khilafah, and who lacks the longing and the deep-

felt desire to participate in it and to sacrifice his life for this purpose, can 

certainly be a Muslim in the legal sense of the word but such a person cannot 

be a Momin in the judgement of Almighty Allah (SWT). This is because true 

conviction or Iman, although itself a hidden and covert reality, necessarily 

manifests itself in the form of Jihad for the cause of Almighty Allah (SWT). 

This, according to the Holy Quran, is what defines a true believer.  

“They alone are the believers who come to believe in Allah 

and His messenger and afterwards never doubt, and who 

strive in the way of Allah with their wealth and their lives. 

Only they are truthful and sincere.” (Al-Hujurat 49:15) 

 خ  خ  خ




