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It is time for the U.S. to face its War Crimes

The report of a four-year Australian government
investigation into alleged war crimes by the
country’s special forces in Afghanistan was
published on Thursday, revealing unspeakable
atrocities against civilians.
The report details how at least 25 members of
Australia’s Special Air Services (SAS) were involved
in 39 murders of civilians. The report’s description
on page 120 of just one incident suffices to describe
the nature of these crimes:
“Special Forces would then cordon off a
whole village, taking men and boys to
guesthouses, which are typically on the edge
of a village. There they would be tied up and
tortured by Special Forces, sometimes for
days. When the Special Forces left, the men
and boys would be found dead: shot in the
head or blindfolded and with throats slit.
Cover-ups. A specific incident described to Dr
Crompvoets involved an incident where
members from the ‘SASR’ were driving along
a road and saw two 14-year-old boys whom
they decided might be Taliban sympathisers.
They stopped, searched the boys and slit their
throats. The rest of the Troop then had to
‘clean up the mess’, which involved bagging
the bodies and throwing them into a nearby
river...”
The report on page 29 describes a practice known
as “blooding”:
“...the Inquiry has found that there is credible
information that junior soldiers were
required by their patrol commanders to shoot
a prisoner, in order to achieve the soldier’s
first kill, in a practice that was known as
‘blooding’. This would happen after the target
compound had been secured, and local
nationals had been secured as ‘persons under
control’. Typically, the patrol commander
would take a person under control and the
junior member, who would then be directed
to kil the person under control.

‘Throwdowns’ would be placed with the
body, and a ‘cover story’ was created for the
purposes of operational reporting and to

deflect scrutiny. This was reinforced with a

code of silence.”
These are the kinds of crimes that show an
unbroken link to colonial brutality dating back to
the 19" Century, when Western soldiers, jacked up
to kill their “inferiors” then as now, are unleashed
on innocent populations in developing countries.
Australia was only in Afghanistan because of the U.S.
For his devotion to Washington in sending
Australian troops far away to Afghanistan in 2005,
former Prime Minister John Howard was rewarded
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom by George
W. Bush, who started the Afghan War in 2001.
What Australia has now finally done should be a
lesson for its Five Eyes senior partner. As it is, the
United States has a very sparse record of
prosecuting its own war crimes.
During the war against Native Americans, the U.S.
government authorized raids, which often led to
massacres. Rather than prosecuting, the
government rewarded Americans for killing
indigenous people.
Fast forward to after 9/11, in Afghanistan, the U.S.
merely convicted one soldier for murder, put
another on trial and demoted a third who was
acquitted of murder. But ex-President Donald
Trump pardoned the first two and restored the
rank of the third, perhaps making him an accessory
to a crime after the fact. When the International
Criminal Court announced in March 2020 that it
would launch an investigation into alleged U.S.
crimes in Afghanistan, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo reacted by threatening ICC officials with
sanctions if they came to the United States.
It is high-time for the world to investigate the U.S.
for war crimes. Those found guilty — politicians,
generals or soldiers —must all be made an example.
Source: Adapted from an article by Joe Lauria, the
editor-in-chief of Consortium News and a former UN
correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, Boston Globe,
Published on

and numerous other newspapers.
https://consortiumnews.com/
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