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The Qatar-Saudi Rift is Part of a Bigger Picture

Trump’s West Asia tour has made the prospect
of engagement and dialogue very remote. The
region needs a strong dose of statesmanship and
good sense for peace prospects to be revived.

US President Donald Trump made two West Asian
countries his first foreignh destinations as
president. In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, he participated
in three summit meetings — a bilateral with the
Saudi ruler, King Salman bin Abdulaziz; a meeting
with the leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC); and a third meeting with the leaders of the
Islamic world, described as the “Arab-lslamic-US
Summit”. From Riyadh, he went to Israel where he
visited Jerusalem and the West Bank.

Ten days later, the region presents a picture of
disarray, the most visible aspect of it being the
rising tension between Qatar on the one hand and
Saudi Arabia and other sheikhdoms on the other.
The tour produced several speeches, statements,
agreements and press conferences, which, taken
together are being described as a “Trump
Doctrine” for the Middle East and West Asia. This
nascent doctrine asserts that the US will be
actively involved in the war against ‘extremist
ideology and organizations’ in the region and
those who back them, that in this war it will work
with its Saudi-backed allies in the “Islamic Military
Alliance to Fight Terrorism” (or IMAFT, also
described as a “Sunni Arab NATQO”), and that it will
robustly confront Iran’s ideological, political and
hegemonic ambitions across West Asia. The
subtext in this approach is the possibility of the
anti-lran Sunni alliance being bolstered by the
participation of Israel.

“Trump Doctrine” for Middle East and West Asia
The Saudi-US joint statement clearly set out this
position. The two countries announced a “joint
strategic vision” and pledged to pursue a new
strategic partnership for the 21%' century. They
then acknowledged the need for “a robust,

integrated regional security architecture” and
agreed “to expand engagement with other
countries in the region over the coming years and
to identify new areas of cooperation”.

They had full understanding on lIran; they agreed
on “the need to contain Iran’s malign interference
in the internal affairs of other states, instigation of
sectarian strife, support of terrorism and armed
proxies, and efforts to destabilize the countries in
the They that
interference poses a threat to the security of the

region.” “stressed Iran’s
region and the world, and that the nuclear
agreement with Iran needs to be re-examined in
some of its clauses”. They also accepted that
Iran’s ballistic missile program poses a threat, not
only to neighboring countries, but also is a direct
threat to the security of all countries in the region
as well as global security.”

This consensus defines the strategic framework
that has now been put in place in the Middle East
and West Asia by the US and its regional partner,
Saudi Arabia. The other participants at the other
two summits were then only required to endorse
this framework and pledge their participation in it.
Hezbollah head Hassan Nasrallah has perceptively
noted that “there was only one summit (in
Rivadh), Saudi Arabia and the United States, that
is, between President Trump and King Salman,

and the accompanying delegations”.

Trump reflected this Saudi-US consensus in his
address to the assembled Muslim leaders. He
urged them to confront extremism, describing it
as a “battle between good and evil”; he went on
to clarify: “That means honestly confronting the
crisis of Islamist extremism and the Islamist terror
groups it inspires. And it means standing together
against the murder of innocent Muslims, the
oppression of women, the persecution of Jews,




and the slaughter of Christians.” He called for a
“coalition of nations” to combat the scourge of
extremist violence.

He also blamed Iran for the carnage in Syria and as
a sponsor of terror. He called on his audience to
isolate Iran, and, just days after the Rouhani
victory in the Iranian presidential elections, he
sought regime change in Iran as he “pray(ed) for
the day when the Iranian people have the just and
righteous government they deserve”.

The catch is that this “bilateral consensus” was
founded on a bargain, commercial on one side and
political on the other. Saudi Arabia signed
contracts for US defence supplies valued at $110
billion, with the indication that this could reach
$350 billion in ten years. The Kingdom also gave
companies energy and industry
development contracts of about $40 billion, and
agreed to invest another $20 billion in the
upgradation of infrastructure in the US, all of
which would create a million US jobs directly and

American

“millions” indirectly.

In return, Trump asserted his commitment to
“principled realism,” which meant: “we are not
here to tell other people how to live, what to do,
who to be, or how to worship. Instead, we are
here to offer partnership — based on shared
interests and values — to pursue a better future for
us all.” Trump thus pledged that he would not
embarrass the Kingdom and his other Arab
partners with references to human rights,
democracy, transparent and accountable
governance, and status of women and minorities.
In Israel, Trump affirmed the unshakeable bonds
between the US and Israel, and assured both
Israeli and Palestinian leaders that he would
promote the peace process. He also attacked lran
and assured Israel that Iran would not acquire the
nuclear weapon while he was president. However,
he did not provide any details of the content,
direction and time-line of his peace effort nor did
he criticize the expansion of Israeli settlements in
the West Bank or refer to Palestinian rights and
their state.

After his visit, the US has said that its embassy in
Israel will not shift to Jerusalem for the time
being. This is of little comfort to the Palestinians
or other Arabs since they expect that Trump will
now demand a high price for this “restraint”,
including first steps to normalize ties with Israel.

The stakes of Trump’s visit and the Qatar-Saudi rift
are astronomical. The entire region of the Middle
East and West Asia is now under siege by Muslim
nations standing as enemies of other Muslim
nations, while the enemies of Islam in the Middle
East, North America and Western Europe rub their
hands in excitement. What better way to instill a
narrative among Muslim nations than to make
them believe that there are “black sheep”
amongst their own ranks and those ‘rouge’
nations need to be eliminated in order to restore
‘order’. The weakening of Arabs at their own

hands — a recipe for destruction.
Written by: The Nida e Khilafat Editorial Team
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MULTICAL-1000

Calcium Lactate Gluconate

micronutrients (Vitamins + Minerals) Add Value to the Patients
Complaining Fatigue, tiredness and Low energy Level
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