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Blasphemy, pornography missing from
Cyber Crime Bill?

The Cyber Crime Bill as passed by the National
Assembly and later amended by the Senate has two
very glaring omissions — It does neither cover the
heinous crime of spreading and sharing
blasphemous material through internet and social
media nor does it consider the viewing and
disseminating of pornographic material as an
offence.

A detailed study of the bill shows that from
spamming, spoofing, cyber stalking to malicious
code, offences against modesty and dignity of a
person; almost 20 offences are included in the
proposed law. However, there is no mention of the
extremely serious crime of uploading and sharing
blasphemous material on internet and through
social media.

Although the proposed law does talk of the offence
of “child pornography”, there is no word about
those who spread pornographic material and
contribute towards the degeneration of the social
values of our society.

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and
the Cyber Crime Wing of the Federal Investigations
Agency receive a lot of complaints about the
circulation of blasphemous material through
internet and social media. The PTA is also busy
blocking sites that spread blasphemous and
pornographic material on a daily basis.

Internet and social media users in Pakistan are
bombarded with pornographic material, which is
freely available and easily accessible. Despite all
this, the Cyber Crime Bill does not talk about these
two really sensitive areas of concern for the
society.

A key legal mind of the PML-N government, when
contacted, told The News on the condition of
anonymity, that without mentioning blasphemous
and pornographic material, these crimes could be
covered under the proposed Cyber Crime law.
When asked why these serious crimes are not
included in the list of offences mentioned in the

proposed bill, he said that some political parties
were reluctant to mention “blasphemy” and
“pornograohv” in the list of offences.

By Ansar Abbasi

The offences mentioned in the bill include
unauthorized access to information systems or
data; unauthorized copying or transmission of
data; interference with information systems or
data; unauthorized access to critical infrastructure
information systems or data; unauthorized copying
or transmission of critical infrastructure data;
interference with critical infrastructure
information systems or data; glorification of an
offence; cyber terrorism; hate speech; recruitment,
funding and planning of terrorism; electronic
forgery; electronic fraud; making, obtaining, or
supplying devices for use in offence; unauthorized
use of identity information; unauthorized issuance
of SIM cards; tampering of communication
equipment; unauthorized interceptions of data;
offences against dignity of a person; offences
against modesty of a person or a minor; child
pornography; malicious code; cyber stalking;
spamming; spoofing; and legal recognition of
offences committed in relation to information
systems in general.

A source claimed that although the words
“blasphemy” and “pornography” have not been
used in the draft law but both have been covered
in the bill. The source claimed that the crime of
blasphemy is covered under sections 10(b) and
34(1) of the bill. However, none of these sections
clearly reflect on blasphemous material and its
sharing as an offence.

The Section 10(b) talks of offence which advances
“inter-faith, sectarian or ethnic hatred”. The
Section 34(1) reads as: “(1) The Authority shall have
the power to remove or block or issue directions
for removal or blocking of access to an information
through any information system if it considers it
necessary in the interest of the glory of Islam or the
integrity, security or defense of Pakistan or any part
thereof, public order, decency or morality, or in
relation to contempt of court or commission of or
incitement to an offence under this Act.”

This above section firstly does not cover
blasphemous material against any faith, secondly it
talks onlv about the removal of the obiectionable




it talks only about the removal of the objectionable - vo s
material and does not entail punishment for the U” 4&“ 5“)
offender.
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Regarding “pornography”, the source quoted /'juﬁi/tj);y‘Mlepdu/lﬂ%/}Dn’iwpuul
section 19 (1)(a)(b)(c) and section 34. Section 19

1(a)(b)(c) primarily deals with the offence against u,‘:‘v: L/Jdi(u//f)
modesty of a person, whose face has been ¥

attached on a sexually implicit image. It is not said AN VY 2 VS y;
anywhere in this section or in any other part of the (/‘}U s JML/!J VJZJM)P201 6/4 Ve
law that those uploading and sharing real o |1 fi*l
pornographic material will be considered to have w,’ 5

committed an offence and thus will be punished.

The Section 34 only empowers the Authority (PTA) (4&;@8?,&.)

to block any material including such that is against "

“decency or morality” but does not take it as an ‘?—l:m')w'g

offence punishable under the Iavx'f. ‘uﬂJLiu:J'PGSJUL}LULJ

Source Adapted from: dailyy The News
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Editor's Note: Tanzeem e Islami is of the 0346-0513376 0945-601337 ‘bl Z_1,
considered opinion that our rulers and policy | '
makers are glad to use words and phrases such as ) 9 )_.,L,jw UJS‘)-‘ . C)’L"“”

‘liberalism’, ‘progressive state’ and ‘moderate
Islam’. They, however, appear to attenuate words (042)36316638-36366638

and phrases like ‘blasphemy’, ‘vulgarity in the : o s
media’ and ‘prohibiting pornography’ etcetera. - U;ﬂ @9"’ Smj -

This is certainly done in a visible effort to please the

West by adopting Modern Western ldeals and U:“J ;/ﬁjdpﬂuf;”mfwdl
shunning anything that has even a tinge of ¢ "
‘authentic Islam’ in it. (1222506 25503 5£)52016 2983
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