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constitution is going to be, but
I am sure, it will be of
democratic type,embodying
the essential Principals of
Islam.Today these are as
applicable in actual life as
these were 1300 years ago.”
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"l could not understandthat a
section of the people who
deliberately wanted to create
mischief and propaganda that
the constitution of Pakistan
would not be made on Sharia
law. Islamic Principles today

are as applicable to life as
they were 1300 years ago”
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Assembly. | do not know what
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Religion’s view on easrthquakes:

A counter narrative

There has been a visible surge in recent years of
a purely materialistic and essentially secular
narrative regarding the occurrence of natural
calamities such as tsunamis, earthquakes,
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, bush fires
etcetera. The common denominator in all such
discourse is as follows: ‘Acts of nature’ ought to
be defined in terms of ‘rational though and on
the basis of ‘scientific explanation’ alone, with
no need whatsoever to even entertain any
alternative explanation provided by religion,
simple because of the ‘fact’ that religion is
‘outdated, superstitious, mythological and
irrational’ with no other purpose than to "haunt,
blame and fix responsibility on people at large
for their sins, thus causing widespread panic.” At
least that is what the ‘liberalists’ and
‘modernists’ of the day claim.

In this article, there is no intention of belittling
the massive role that modern developments in
science and technology have played in
improving human life. Nor is there any intention
to play a ‘blame game’ and ‘crucify’ people for
what is considered wunethical or immoral
amongst almost every religion. The whole idea
behind this write-up is to caution against a
growing shade of extremism using secularism as
its front. This radicalized version of modernism
Is marginalizing religion to such an extent that a
religious viewpoint on a matter is not even
entertained in any serious academic dialog.
This, in broad terms, is what we call the
secularization thesis and it is bearing more
hardship in the practical lives of those who have
faith in religion than mere academic discussions.
Ironically, this unpleasant face of secularism has
not emerged overnight. Your children are less
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likely to be committed to Islamic faith and
practice than you are. In broad terms, that is
the secularization thesis. Especially for those
who take their faith seriously, there is hardly an
academic debate where they would be taken as
serious speakers. In conservative circles,
secularization usually conjures the image of a
cabal of cultural and intellectual elites, moving
stealthily  between Islamabad, Karachi,
Peshawar, Lahore and on the NEWS to drive
religion out of public life. The enemy is obvious
and, more importantly, external. According to
the secularization thesis, secularization is a lot
more complicated, subtle, and unintentional as
compared to liberalism. Secularization is the
implementation stage of the liberal-secular
ideology. It is, thus, the process based on a
sinister ideology. The truth is that we are no
longer passive victims but part of the process in
all sorts of ways every day.

As mentioned earlier, religion does not refute
the scientific cause and effect to phenomena
that occur in nature. It simply announces that
there is ‘an Embryonic pre-cause’ of the
material cause and effect that science can
observe, i.e., an Eternal Deity in control of all
tangible and intangible occurrences in the
universe. Islam calls that Eternal Deity — Allah. It
is because Allah has created this world to exist
for a certain period of time that people are born
and they die. The universe itself and time both
move in one direction only, which science refers
to as entropy (disorder and decay). Natural
calamities play the role of vehicles for this cycle
of life and death. Call them catalysts of change,
if you may. They follow exactly the same

scientific rules as experienced by the rest of the
material universe.




The intentions of that ‘Eternal Deity’ is beyond
the grasp of any living being or any scientific
instrument. It is, nevertheless, conveniently
misunderstood that these natural calamities are
invariably some sort of punishment or revenge
being sought by Allah on the ‘unbelieving folk’ —
God’s wrath! A meticulous and dispassionate
study of religious texts immediately dispels that
flawed notion indoctrinated by our liberal-
secular Intelligentsia. Natural calamities, as
mentioned in various places of the Qur’an, can
take place due to numerous reasons, with the
wrath of Allah being just one of those. These
catalysts are employed from time to time in
order to:

1- Put humanity at large to a trial (test) in
order to judge who behaves in what manner.
2- Free the oppressed from
oppressor(s).

3- Create, rather, remind people of the
fragility of life in this world.

4- Give a wake-up call to everyone who
would listen that there must be higher aims for
humans in this world than spending days and
nights living as cattle.

5- Purge the sins of those martyred in such
calamities and ensure them of lofty ranks in the
Hereafter.

6- Increase the ranks of those volunteers
who help the people afflicted by these
calamities.

7- Provide food for thought for those
charged with the responsibility of running the
state of affairs of a country and those
responsible for managing disasters to learn from
their mistakes and make as fool proof plans as
humanly possible to avoid disaster at a massive
scale in the future.

8- Keep institutions responsible for
scientifically anticipating such calamities in the
future on their toes and encourage them to
devise more accurate methods of antedating.

It would only be fair to conclude from the
above-mentioned reasons of calamities

the

extracted from the Holy texts that using
scientific  knowledge and  technological
advancement in order to anticipate and manage
such occurrences is more than just encouraged;
it is made obligatory for those responsible for
performing jobs in their respective positions.
That said, the importance of warning people to
mend ways and start following the straight path
cannot be dismissed either.
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