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Relevance of Media in Tableeg: Deconstructing Media

(Part | of II)

The liberalization 1n the name of right to
information 1n the past twenty years (last
decade or so) i1n Pakistan has given rise to the
opening of many new TV Channels and Social

Media
information

dissemination of
This
attracted many religious scholars and religious

sites for the

and entertainment. has
institutions to use Media (Information and
Communication Technology that includes but
to TV, Radio,

Smartphones and other technology gadgets) as

1S not limited Internet,
a plattorm for propagation of the Deen.
Scholars have adopted this method 1n the wake

of three major reasons:

1. To acquire a wider outreach 1n order to
refute anti-Islamic sentiments, criticize the
Government, preach the Qur’an, create
Sectarian harmony and introduce Islamic
Figh to the viewers.

2. In order to counter the liberal, secular and
at times anti-Islamic i1deals openly
propagated by certain media pundits.

3. While considering TV and other forms of
media as value neutral, thus vying to
compete with the secular pundits at par.

Go West

The mirage of progress creates a sense of
inferiority and intellectual subjugation amongst
those who have not materially progressed and
more 1mportantly consider spiritualism as a
relegated zone. It places a great burden on the
soul of a faithful who when envisions the
mentally colonized citizens surge to the pit of
disillusionment, starts to question his own
metaphysical and epistemological traditions
In a
Third

based on his material performance

particular historical speciticity. The

Omer bin Ahsan

World, a term coined incidentally by the same
West itself, carries the same complex that they
guard by constructing an apologist explanation
of their metaphysical underpinning that needs
constant transformation 1n the Liberal or
Romantic normative in order to participate and
become acceptable to the agents of material

progress — the pseudo-superior Western 1deals.

The birth of Pakistan saw the

intelligentsia that took to the

same
domain of
‘liberal’ arts as a means to find an intellectual
escape from the intellectual and moral
challenges that Islam poses on the human mind
In terms of an Islamic State, founded on the
principles of Islamic polity, economy, culture
and ethics. Therefore, the early flock on Radio
and TV were people who belonged to this
intellectual creed seeking pleasure and escape
— the Ihfestyle of the West. The Aligarh
intellectual elite brought forth only those
their

the universal

Islamic and traditional values 1n
productions that highlighted
uniformity with a global culture of humanity
shade of

‘Humanism’. A planned and systematically

and progress, yet another
executed destruction of the traditional values
that symbolize Islam, i1if not a wholesome
version of authentic Islam itself, was fashioned
by presenting human excesses in a way that it
subliminally conveyed the supposed pitfalls 1n
with the

masons of the structure giving a rebellious and

the traditional Islamic narrative,

conspicuous voice to any repressed sentiments
1in society that may have been the consequence
of a class conflict or a system that 1s based on
Kufr. The recent media hype surrounding
Malala Yousafzai 1s a classic case 1n point,
whereby due to its portrayal as ‘important for
humanity’, the voices of thousands of innocent
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victims Incinerated by the US drone strikes
around the world have been stifled.

It cannot be deemed entirely as a Western-
driven conspiracy. Part and parcel rebellion
against traditional authority and its symbols 1s
indigenous given a voice of freedom, humanity
albeit
gradually forced to a degree of common

and progress, institutionalized and
acceptance by the forces of an ‘alien’ culture,
by those who despise the reins and limaits
enforced by Islam on certain 1ssues and are
inspired on the contrary by libertarianism and
thought. The

appearing on TV and being heard repeatedly

secular early intellectuals
on Radio adored to the extent of worship the
likes of Locke, Hume, Russell, Marx, Smith
and so on, dreamt “alien’ lifestyles, as sharply
contrasting as the capitalist fantasy or the
socialist dream; however their real expertise
lied 1in recreating Western 1deals within the
Pakistani cultural context by highlighting their
version of pseudo-Sufism free from all
religious bounds. It must be noted here that
Literature, both Urdu and English, played an
important role in extrapolating their delusions.
Amongst these ‘intellectuals’, focus on the
Prophet (SAW) as a mere ordinary human
being became rife and his attribute as a
messenger of Alah (SWT) was shelved, 1n
order to unity and limit his (SAW) message 1n
the universal context of humanity and equality.
The

coinciding with this era 1s no accident!

prodigious boom of neo-orientalists

Before the birth of Pakistan a rich man (such
as Nawab, Merchant or Lawyer) would find
intellectual pleasure and escape in Romantic
art or Free-thinking philosophy. Similarly a
common man would dive into guilty pleasures
as a means of 1gnoring the intellectual labor
that lies 1in moral inquiry and correction.
Games of chance, brothels and sports would
provide him the necessary morphine to subdue

-

electing to consume more of the same

‘morphine’ for ‘catharsis’. Ironically, the
entertainment of the Palaces of Kings and
Nawabs has become the entertainment of every
man at home, today. This applies to poetry,
philosophy, political discussion, sports and

lewdness all in the name of a sham notion of

pleasure, advocated progressively 1n the
masses to ‘make the common man more
aware!’

Counter to the faithful Islamic individual, such
individuals spend most of their time 1n useless
debates or sinful pleasures. Pleasure,
intellectual or sinful, has its own dynamics,
whereby, novelty and continuity bring it into
vogue. A dancer will only capture and excite
the passion of the audience when the dance is
most vulgar and unique. That 1s the basis of
any entertainment, as entertainment creates the
fteeling of uniqueness for the audience by
preying on their animalistic and bodily
passions. Its continuity subdues the moral
impetus, dormant 1nside every i1ndividual,
through a selt-working rebellion. This self-
working rebellion seeks freedom for the sake
of pleasure, power and money in order to
practically acquire and exercise {further
freedom. In this pursuit, legal or illegal matters
no more.

To be Concluded...
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