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final destiny of the Muslims, at least
of North-West India.”
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"I therefore demand the formation of

a consolidated Muslim State in the
best interests of India and Islam."
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to rid itself of the stamp that Arabian
Imperialism was forced to give it, to
mobilize its laws, its education, its
culture and to bring them into closer
contact with its own original spirit

and with the spirit of the modern
times."

L alb p S Cr i, L L pur”
S e & Ly sy 2y
St Lol 17 1L S
LS LT e UL
et NSNS ar i 1 JUI
?6(7(_}3:!:3 d«:.t’(l/(_)f‘i’ (}/"JI?L
u/;;/fifrwl(fﬂér,;ié_m
S S e Ly Lol =03
). Ur"l‘ﬂé J»A#JJ'&’L-’L 93, 5J
St Ll L L S LTAL
Stz ﬁ%g;-q: S ber G
YA IRy s
SN A gy T
W qut‘ft ;}’J:)‘JJ(”MG' )J'G"y
L JG1 ot fr R §25 Q6K 4G
el GG Bt L G
(,5"‘/[‘7)!;5 uf..l;?llvdfl.d;..g:.;
d}&jf(sﬁfﬁﬂﬁ SN -& iz
ME 26Ul ) I L ik 7

LL.V.::. uz.;b’absd/._wiu‘!}fuil.lf

_LJw)(J'@d/bg‘i/JUwaﬁd:L
JQ/CI:JUI/_JW
Sia o ul g el

di Jrs (J’ui' ..J/}c. JSb

23!
thl.g uv'.!..ﬁé;_ ¥ ea? Jc}l
O/ a2 < (GV:.- i g.a;

y1l JMJ/‘J{&)JL c.;;‘;o'% U

C}%h:«;& «:-Lur'j,.gs/,.’/ g’f 154;'?';’})/
n&ff = L-f_k sem 3018 B LdL
Oy 15 (W)
e Pra ool Ut USS 0t )
q.uy/fﬁ.gj%b’ulcﬂﬁﬁ
rl;"ld/»,u""dﬂ/l(af;’yﬂ ﬁ,gug
& d}"’fd“’l b/g-.-_g‘;d;h ‘- ...al?‘,ﬁl. =
PAS RS Pio i
b2 2 U Unle U1 S o Lol
gL AL i BT
K ir L *,(;‘JJ;?L =¥ S
S /"fu/(? oy S b7 w1
cBewi Ul L L o gt &
K IS st b/ 0 G m e 32 S04
Jb Lgc{f J> cq:./xr"d(- S lm.f el
4.)#13'&4'&0’4_0#?"&&&5”
RV ATINS Sy 7% Y 11
ity BSe o s £ 36
LT e s Sy i
AT KoLl 7 I
2SN e crd U e
07 S S L AUk 1930-6)
STl A8 olaors L s oL T
Ui
"I would like to see the Punjab, the
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"Islamic principles today are as
applicable to life as they were
thirteen hundred years ago. He could
not understand a section of the
people who deliberately wanted to
create mischief and propaganda that
the constitution of Pakistan would
not be made on the basis of Shariat."
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" To me he was a personal friend,
philosopher and guide and as such

the main source of my inspiration
and spiritual support.”
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In democracy power lies with

the people of the state.ln
theocracy or Iin religious state it
can rest even an individual, if he

IS a staunch proponent of a
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Muhammad Raza-ul-Haq

RELIGIOUS EPISTEMOLOGY UNRAVELS THE MYTH OF
“CENTRIST ISLAM”

The post-9/11 world has witnessed rumpus
regarding polarization within the Muslim
community, in guise of the war for “winning
the hearts and minds® of the masses
Likewise, the signiticance of Islam 1n today’s

Pakistan has increasingly become the subject
of heated debate 1n academic and journalistic

circles of the country, with cynics challenging
the traditionally held view regarding the role
of Ideology in the genesis ot the country.

While the claims made by most analysts
regarding the existence ot 1deological schism

In our socilety are essentially pragmatic,

proposed ways forward border the fantastic.
In this article we argue that the unique

political identity ot Islam dernives neither from
secularist nor centrist philosophies. We also

embark on addressing the pivotal problem of
epistemological foundations employed in

dealing with themes such as this.

Traumatized by the barrage of assaults on the
1deological front, Muslim Scholarship appears
to recoil when grilled on the question of

Islamic polity. Consequently, contemporary
Muslim pundits, downtrodden and apologetic,

concede 1nvoluntarily to the notion of a
moribund Islam, shy ot employing the basic
building blocks of Islamic exegesis while

founding their arguments; the Quran and the
Sunnah. This 1s coupled with their reluctance

to quote prophetic reterences from the hadith
when analyzing the problems faced by

today’s world. Their nability to respond to
the challenges ot this age 1s compounded
when taced with 1ssues considered as taboo in

the discourse established by the modern
western civilization. Muslim scholars, hence,

make all possible etflort to mellow such
injunctions of the Qur’an and the Sunnah that
are deemed incompatible with 1deals of the
modern west. Consequently, abstract 1deas

such as extremism, fundamentalism,

talsehood, immodesty, and their opposites,
are often narrated 1n a connotation which has

been determined by the secular i1deology
prevalent in the modern West. We argue that

unless Muslims subscribe to the epistemology
explained by the Qur’an and the Sunnah, they

stand no chance of reverting to original
thought, which could provide an altemative
solution to the intellectual challenges facing
mankind today.

Modern-day definition of almost all abstract
notions 1s secular, deciphered and developed

1n 1solated and myopic domains. Islam, on the
other hand, emphasizes on exercising an
intellectual discourse that 1s holistic and

transcendental 1n 1ts essence. It integrates the
material with the spiritual to develop a sum

total that relates to life in this world and 1n
the Hereafter. A ‘system of beliet” that

incorporates Allah, His messengers and the

Hereafter is pivotal to 1ts line of reasoning. A
Muslim cannot dispense with the Islamic

system of beliet in course of an intellectual
dialogue .

Islamic epistemology 1s ‘two-eyed’, with
divine guidance and inspiration being one and
rational enquiry being the other. Major
sources of the former are exclusively
religious, comprising the Quran, the Sunnah,
divine inspiration and intuition. The latter 1s

tirmly rooted 1n the phenomenon ot cause and
eftect relationships based on sensory

perception. Islam seeks to nourish a seamless
blend between the two, prepared to function
as a harmonious whole.

The point of departure 1s that modern western
thought relies exclusively on rational enquiry.
Its civilization and philosophy judge pairs of
opposing abstract values such as extremism



and moderation, fundamentalism and
tolerance, radicalization and enlightenment,
democracy and fascism, justice and tyranny,
etc. on the basis of self-professed, one-
eyed parameters. These pseudo i1deals may
be camoutlaged to appear appealing 1n
theory, but invanably fail the test of time.

The 1nevitable outcome 1s an 1intellectual
paradigm  which 18 the modern-day

equivalent of the Orwellian doublethink
and doublespeak . The war on Islam 1s
euphemized as war on terror . Worst still,

these 1deals keep shape shifting in time and
space. The raison d état tor Western military

interventions 1n Iraq, Libya and Syria does
not apply to tyrannies 1n Saudi Arabia,

Bahrain and  Qatar.  Apartheid 15
acknowledged to exist in South Africa but

not 1n the Zionist entity called Israel.

The Holy Prophet a

said:
Dajjal (Anti-Christ) sees with one
eye. He 1s blind 1n the right eye. His
(lett) eye looks like a bulging grape!
But vyour Lord 1s not one eyed.
Between his eyes, on his forehead, are
written the letters Kat, Fa, Ra
(unbeliever). Every Momin (believer),
whether literate or illiterate, will be
able to read 1t.

[Sahih Muslim; Jamia Al-Tirmdihi]

The hadith draws our attention to
eschatology, an indispensable binary partner

of epistemology 1n this age. Eschatology

refers to deciphering religious symbolism
in order to reach informed conclusions about

the end times. The said hadith from an
eschatological viewpoint 1nforms us that
Iman (faith) would play an important role in
generating clarity of thought 1n the end
times. It would serve Muslim scholars well

to study the branch ot knowledge called
Islamic Eschatology, in order to explain the

events unfolding in the world today. This
branch of knowledge has the capacity to give

Ta wil (interpretation) to those verses of the
Quran and Hadith which, symbolically, shed

1s reported to have
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light on the contemporary i1ssues faced by
mankind.

The Quran also directs our attention to the
attributes of the most learned ot people 1n
the last age. Khidr, we are informed, can be
found at a place where the two oceans meet
(Quran 18:60). Imam Bed awi, an early

commentator of the Quran, explains that
these two oceans are that of knowledge

externally acquired and that of knowledge
internally recerved. Modern secular thought,
unfortunately, subscribes to the external
element of knowledge alone, rendering 1tselt
unable to perceive reality as 1t 1s. Muslims
are told to uphold the truth regardless ot the
consequences they have to face. Allah says
in the Quran:

O People of the Scripture! do not
commit excess in your religion or say

about Allah except the truth. The

Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary, was
but a messenger of Allah and His word

which He directed to Mary and a soul
(created at a command) from Him. So

believe 1in Allah and His messengers.
And do not say, Three ; desist --- 1t 1S
better for you. Indeed, Allah 1s but one
God. Exalted 1s He above having a son.
To Him belongs whatever 1s i the

heavens and whatever 1s on the earth.
And sufticient 1s Allah as Disposer of

attairs. [Al-Nisa;, 171]

The verse enunciates profound messages for
people of the book 1.e., Jews and Chnstians,
and for humamty at large. It also directs
attention of Muslhms towards the Truth as
Allah envisions 1t. The verse demonstrates
the 1deological divide that 1s bound to exist.
An elementary analysis of the Quran
discloses the fact that the word of Allah has
not been sent as a crowd pleaser. It 1s
intended to function as a book of guidance
and informs us that people will invanably set
themselves up 1n two camps, adhering to
contlicting 1deologies, which are segregated
elsewhere 1in the Quran as Hizb Allah and

Hibz-as-Shaitan. Similarly, in His divine

wisdom, Allah ha




judgment abodes 1n the Hereafter, .Jannah
(Heaven) and Jahannam (Hell). 1t logically

follows that Allah cherishes only such
diversity that remains within the realms of

His will.

It 1s fitting to reiterate that Muslims are
required to challenge all 1deologies that rival
the system revealed by Allah through His

apostles. The Quran names that system as
‘Islam the Deen’ and asserts 1ts absolute

hegemony over all rivals. Islam 1s inherently
configured to dety the Deen of ‘Falsehood’
and will always battle efforts to subdue and

assimilate 1t with rival political, economic
and social orders or Deens. The Quran

explains the wunderlying reason for the
manifest conflict that exists between the
modern secular world order and Islam when
1t says:
“They want to extinguish Allah’s
outding) light with their utterances:
but Allah will not allow (this to pass),
for He has willed to spread His light in

all 1ts fullness, however hateful this
may be to all who deny the truth. He 1t

1s who has sent forth His Apostle with

the [task of spreading| guidance and
the Deen of truth, to the end that He

may cause 1t to prevail over all | false]
Deen --- however hateful this may be

to those who ascribe divinity to aught
beside Allah.”

|Al-Tauba;, 32-33]

Islam, nevertheless, allows absolute
1deological treedom to all, in individual and
community life, and vows to protect the lite,
property and dignity of all human beings,
irrespective of caste creed or religious
attiliation. On the contrary, we notice that

the modern secular state and 1ts impenialistic
institutions have caused bloodshed and

slavery for the major part of two centuries.
Any reasonable analysis places the blame
fairly and squarely on the imperfections in
its 1deology and inherent voracity of 1ts
institutions. Yet, as the world seeks for
alternative solutions to 1ts ominous troubles,
those with 1nterests vested 1n the current

.....

secular world order are waging an unholy
war against the agents of change on all
fronts; 1deological, cultural, political,
economic, social and military.

The obvious and 1nescapable conclusion 1s
that the Quran espouses an essential binary
opposition of 1deologies, announcing that
confrontation between the two distinct
oroups 1s 1nevitable. It labels the proponents
of “Truth” Momin, Mus lim, Muhsin, Mutaqi,
Salth and Hizb-Allah and the adherents of
‘“falsehood” Mushrik, Kafir, Fasik, Zalim,
Fajir, Munatiq and Hizb-as-Shaitan. It
further pronounces that two Deens cannot

co-exist (Quran 8:39) and concludes with
the decree that the Deen ot Allah i1s destined

to triumph over all nvals (Al-Tauba; 33).
Fascinatingly, 1t expects 1ts followers to use

Allah’s Word tor waging a ‘Mighty Jihad’
against all rival thoughts and i1deologies in
Ayah 52 of Surah Al-Furqan or ‘The
Distinguisher’. Muslims are required hence,
to rebut every deviant dogma, irrespective of
1its origin or apparent splendor. In Biblical

terms, “Whoever 1s not with me, 1s againsit
me!’ (Mathew 12:30).

Finally, 1t must be noted that Islam
vehemently  disproves a  ‘negotiated
1deology” which could serve as ‘middle
oround’. Comparing 1t to hypocrisy, i1t
repudiates the modem-day version of a
“politically-correct  center’  sitting  1n
judgment over the ‘extremes’ and envisages
1ts own 1deological 1dentity as ‘the Truth’.
The Quran refers to mankind as one tamily
and warns that many a people from this
family are heading for the hellfire. It 1s thus
incumbent on all Muslims, in their respective
capacities, to reach out with the
uncompromised message of Allah In
manners that fit the purpose. As for Muslim
scholars, they need to revert to the Qur’an
and the Sunnah as primary bases ftor
religious exegesis. They must resort to
contemporary 1deologies as supplement only
after rigorous scrutiny, thus ensuring that the
foundations of Islam are not compromised.
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