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all meant forus personally.

Second, we tend to misunderstand what
contemplation means. Most Muslims believe it
implies avoiding others, secluding oneself 1n
special places to ensure the “deepest” possible
thought-experience. But Allah says otherwise:
“The ones who remember God while
standing and while sitting and while lying
on their sides; and who contemplate the
creation of heavens and the earth...”
[3:191]
These normal postures of man indicate the
habitual phases of our days and lives and
represent the natural course of our mundane
experiences. The contemplation ot God and His
divine word 1s to take place at all times.

Others think reflection on the Quran requires so
much knowledge of the Shariah and life that
only qualified scholars may undertake 1t
properly. Nothing could be further from the
truth, tor Allah says:
“And very truly We have made the Quran
easy for remembrance (contemplation).

Soisthere anyone to remember” [54:17]
That 1s not to say that a place of peace and

solitude 1s not at times desirable or conducive to
reflection, or that having some knowledge of
Quranic Sciences will not enhance one's
contemplation. But to abandon pondering God's
Word because of a percetved 1nability to
understand 1t “properly”, to inhibit the native
impulse to ponder God and His speech --- this 1s
completely contradictory to the purpose and
message of the Quran itselt.

Ghazali had this to say to those who would
rationalize their continued fatlure todwell on the
Quran: “We have restricted our mention (of
contemplation of the Quran) to just this much
only for the purpose of inciting a yearning for 1t
and offering encouragement to do 1t. Such 1s
merely to make known, to whomever may be yet
heedless of it, one of the absolute essentials of
the Quran --- for the likes of one (whose mind)
has not at all (pried) open the shells of the Quran
toreveal its jewels.”

VVVNVNA,

o o
3 et itk o b

M})Lf@@”bf&(ﬂ“'

AMIIEL o LF 2t S L BTl bt
SIS Croslitdy e N L P 2226 &
(internally managed) 4.2/ ;)’J‘: st (controlled) s«
SEHK AP NS J1ec (Capitalism) Sl -
@Ujldxy_ﬁ'y:_ 2",?@M')’){L/’E,Lgﬁrﬁ:.)ﬁ:’aﬂgl
LJ’*;.JE’,’@JU;I:&MJ Krlb”ld/bd/))-é.LJHGJL
Jlaud/(:’ J" sy Lf._go:f u;fzt'/ub/.::.x,w@ljglé_;g i s
S M Lisie (Spiritual Socialism) =13
AT r;b;r__t_ ril'ﬁrf HA - u.‘f(jz cﬁr; (r}wr/"xl.a..w
381G PSS BLE S e S snre e 3O
..a;_t/J’LFJJGUl;,JJ‘ﬁJuﬂi’U:ng:}5;[}9;1
s on b s T LA FT RS
JUIZ G e M AN B e T
ﬁukﬂutw.}w}lcUlQLﬂc}ﬁ}a;ulfc fﬁy/?..ﬁl.(imu’(
Uizselete U3l L L SIS AN RI e M5 Toser
upwﬂugJJ&'#UQU?JJIJE?W jJJ'J!'C}lfJ )
SRS e

3 .b»-'-f"r'..q_ FoLl uf;;?(lz O T =y v Ty
SE 2 LS el ad TS ur e /i P 1l
rf(jgx J !._ Zﬁ,'ﬂ):.r :'.u.s/:"m(_,_? & J >/ J} Jg(fd/ o«;,E
.:'_.ﬂja.,u:*.a.u/b l:?(j{c l,;’ﬁ_l,)‘. 2 (219020 ﬂ;ﬂi d.;?»_‘?f
L S bd Uiz ;-;ﬂ)?_)ls.;;u:wdf:bl
ik V@’Jg L;’/)J:i; /‘;:,,QQ:.JZ_/ jﬁaﬂj b/f'/j': v U1K
OGS 15 sl 32 ST PSS 2t ) I8 KD
S L LGS 2 U B L 2
IS CLsFons St fed & & s Eivd wiwiT
SIS Y el AU N7 fe B
#wmqﬁj’bp_md)’d/még UGS s
— l;u/..:.»n% l/ﬂ/{_. LW l:'flerEJ' &; FUI P (J;
ST s PS e TS €3 3B




Hassen A. Hassen Laidi

CONTEMPLATION: SEEKING THE JEWELS OF THE QURAN

One of the most brilliant minds 1n all of history,
Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, says this in his famous
book, .Jewels of the Quran: “The Quran 1s like a
fathomless ocean pearled with knowledge and
gems of meaning. God has willed for His
servants to seek these jewels out, and to grasp
and behold them. Yet most of us who believe 1n
the Quran still tail to act on this divine largess.
We choose rather to wander the shores of an
enigmatic ocean rather than dive its deeps and
harvest its pearls and jewels.”

Ghazali means to tell us that in our approach to
the Quran, we should go beyond committing
ourselves to recite and memorize 1t, that we
ought not content ourselves with a general
understanding of 1ts outward meanings. It 1s
shameless, he says, for a Muslim not to
contemplate his or her Lord's divine Word and
Message, anirretrievableloss.

Indeed, the Quran 1tselt speaks of reflection on
1ts sign-verses as being the duty of every
Muslim:

“A most-blessed Book have We sent down

to you (O Muhammad ) so that they may

contemplate 1ts verses and so that those
endowed with understanding may be

ever-mindful (of 1ts commandments).”
|38:29]

Now, 1f you are like most Muslims today, you
rarely take the time to ponder the Quran, to
fathom the meanings of 1ts surahs and sign-
verses --- even as you read them. A thousand
years after Ghazali wrote this book, this malaise
vet aills Muslims. We mostly remain diverted
from culling the jewels of the Quran --- the very
malady this past master warned against.

What 1s your excuse for not contemplating the
Quran? Here are my two reasons why Muslims
today do not seriously endeavor to contemplate
the Quran.

First, our insight into how vitally signiticant the
Quran's deliberation 1s has failed. The key to
recovering this inner vision 1s to apprehend that
God has willed to impart the Quran's knowledge
about the life of the world and the one to come as
a matter of essential guidance for man, without
which he cannot attain success. You know, of
course, how the Quran famously began its

discourse. But consider it in this light:
“Read 1n the name of your Lord who

created! He has created man from a
clinging clot. Read! For your Lord 1s the
Most Gracious (One), who has taught by
the pen, has taught man what he has
known not.” [96:1-5]
This 1s command to contemplate --- emphasized
in the iteration of the word “read” --- not only the
Quran, but also the miraculous origin and nature
of our own life and the evolution of our
awareness.

Thinking about the Quran develops our
understanding of life; and thinking about lite
deepens our attachment to the Quran, which in
turn revives our faith in God and consolidates
our trust in His promise and providence. Allah's
magnificence, power, love, wisdom, and
Sunnah --- His way with the world --- blended
seamlessly 1into our world and lives, and ever-
present through all their reaches --- reveal
themselves untailingly more by the light of our
own contemplation. The disclosure that each
moment of meditation thus brings us 1s of such
luminous value because of the very fact that it 1s



