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constantly practicing its dictates.

B Ccmenting the faithfuls in a single fraternity
irrespective of their caste, colour, language or
territory.

B Tramning of the faithfuls both physically as well
as spirttually so as to attain high standard of
discipline.

B Initiating a pcaccful movement, 1 a passive
way, directed towards altering the existing
unislamic collective svstem till the attainment of
a sizable number of human potential.

B Launching an active resistance movement tully
obscrving the moral and spintual rules after
having gaincd sutficicnt strength that may
challenge and uproot the prevailing socio-
political order.

B Armed Conflict --- There comes a time when
forces of devil and its agents sct out to fight with
the forces of virtuc and picty. Here the Quran
enjoins the believers to fight until the Deen of
Allah becomes supreme. (Al-Anfal:39)

UTILIZING ALL AVAILABLE MEANS OF
COMMUNICATION

Dr. Israr Ahmad first appcarcd on Pakistan
Television in 1978 1n a program called Al-Kitab; this
was followced by other programs, known as Alif Lam
Meem, Rasool-e-Kamil, Umm-ul-Kitab and the
most popular of all rehigious programs in the history
of Pakistan Tclcvision. Al-Huda. which madc him a
houschold name throughout the country. Although
he did not hke to reecive 1t personally, Dr. Israr
Ahmad was awarded Sitara-e-Imtiazin 1981,
PUBLICATIONS

Dr Sahib has to his credit over 60 Urdu books on
topics related to Islam and Pakistan, 19 of which
have been translated into English. In the context of
Quranic ¢xegesis and understanding, Dr. Israr
Ahmad 1s a firm traditionalist of the genre of
Maulana Mchmood Hasan Dcobandi and Allama
Shabeer Ahmad Usmani; vet he presents Quranic
tcachings 1n a scicntific and cnlightened way., being
also a disciple of Allama Igbal and Dr. Muhammad
Rafi-ud-Din, and also becausc of his own
background inscicnce and medicine. Concerning the
internal coherence of and the principles of deep
rcflection 1n the Quran, he has csscntially followed
the thinking of Maulana Hameed-ud-Din Farahi and
Maulana Ameen Ahsan Islahi, though cven here he
has further developed their ling of argument.
hcrmencutics and intcrnal cohcrence of Quranic

g ry=ry

surahs.
C

GENESIS OF HIS REVOLUTIONARY
THOUGHT
Dr. Israr Ahmad believed in a dyvnamic and

rcvolutionary conccption of Islam, and in this rcgard
he was a disciple of Maulana Abul Kalaam Azad and

Maulana Savyed Abul A'la Maududi.

For the last forty vears or so, Dr. Israr Ahmad had
been actively engaged not only 1n reviving the
Quran-centered Islamic perennial philosophy and
world-view but also reforming the socicty 1n a
practical wav with thc ultimatc objcctive of
cstablishing a truc Islamic State, or the System of
Khilatah. He had widely traveled abroad and the
audio and video tapes of his Quranic discourses n
Urdu and English languages have circulated 1n
thousands throughout the world.

Allah may cnablc us to carry forward his mission.
Amecen!
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Zameer Akhtar Khan

A TRUE REVOLUTIONARY OF OUR TIME

Wc Pakistanis were lucky cnough that we had a truc
rcvolutionary like Dr Israr Ahmad who 1s no morc
with us. Allah may bless him! He breathed his last on
April 14, 2010at mid-night when as per Hadith Allah
descends to the heaven closer to this world. Dr Sahib
took advantage of this descent and met his Creator.
the Lord of all created beings. Alas! We could not pay
heed to his revolutionary call as our Iranian brothers
did to thcir lcader Avatollah Khomeini. Resultantly

we are still far from truc Islamic State whereas
[ranians have cstablished an Islamic Statc as pertherr
theological belicts and perceptions.

It 1s truc that Dr Sahib 1s known as a scholar of the
Holv Quran. But verv few people know that he was a
grcat rcvolutionary who formecd a rcvolutionary
party by thc namc of Tanzcem-c-Islami, Pakistan.
Dr. Israr Ahmad was 1ts founder Ameer and was a
well-known figure in Pakistan, the Middle East, and
North Amernica for his efforts 1in drawing the
attention of Muslims 1in general and their educated
classcs 1 particular towards thc tcachings and
wisdom of the Holy Quran. As against the detached.,
cool. and sterilc academicism of many contcmporary
Muslim scholars, Dr. [srar Ahmad firmly belicved in
the methodology of “reflection-through-action™
which hc thought was amply supported by a verse of
the Holy Quran;

“As for those who strive in Us, We
surely guide them to Our paths.”
(Al-Ankabut: 69)

Dr Sahib has left behind a rich legacy of thought and
actions. Current Ameer of Tanzeem-¢-Islan Hafiz

Akit Saccd will hopctully prove worthy of our
cxpectations. InshaAllah!

GENERALINTRODUCTION

Dr. Israr Ahmad, the sccond son of a government
servant, was born on Apnl 26, 1932 1n Hisar (a
district of East Punmjab. now a part of Harvana)
India. Hc graduatcd from King Edward Medical
College (Lahore) in 1934 and later received his
mastcrs 1 Islamic Studics from the University of
Karachi in 1965. Hc camc under the influence of
Allama Igbal and Maulana Abul A'la Maudud: as a
voung student, worked briefly for Muslim Students
Federation 1n the Independence Movement and,
following the creation of Pakistan in 1947, for the
[slami Jamivat-¢-Talaba and then for the Jamaat-c-

Islami. Dr. Israr Ahmad resigned from the Jamaat in
April 1957 bccausc of 1ts involvement 1n the
clectoral politics, which he behieved was
irrcconcilable with the revolutionary methodology
adopted by the Jamaat inthe pre-1947 period.

While still a student and an activist ot the Islami
Jamivat-¢-Talaba, Dr. Israr Ahmad gained
considcrablc famc and cmincnce as a mudarris (or
tcacher) of the Holy Quran. Even after resigning
from the Jamaat, he continued to give Quranic
lectures in different citics of Pakistan, and especially
aftcr 1965 he had. according to his own disclosurc,
invested the better part of his physical and
intellectual abilitics 1n the learmning and teaching of
the Quranic wisdom.

THESISOFHISTHOUGHT

Dr. Israr Ahmad wrote an extremely significant tract
in 1967 in which he cxplained his basic thought ---
that an Islamic Renaissance 1s possible only by
rcvitalizing the Iman (truc faith and certitude) among
the Muslims. particularly their intelhigentsia. The
rcvitalization of Iman, in turn, 1s possiblc only by the
propagation of the Quranic tcachings and presenting
the cverlasting wisdom of the Book of Allah (SWT)
in contemporary idiom and at the highest level of
scholarship. This undertaking is essential in order to
remove the existing dichotomy between modern
physical and social scicncecs on the onc hand and the
knowlcdge revealed by Almighty Allah (SWT) on
the other. This tract 1s available i English as
“Islamic Renaissance: The Real Task Ahcad™.

LAUNCHING REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT

Dr. Israr Ahmad gavc up his medical practice in 1971
m order to launch a full-fledged and vigorous
movement for the revival of Islam. As a result of his
cttorts, thc Markazi Anjuman Khuddam-ul-Quran
Lahore was established in 1972, Tanzeem-e-Islami
was founded 1n 1975, and Tahreck-e-Khilatat
Pakistan was launched in 1991, His revolutionary
thought and methodology may be summed up as the
cvolutionary proccss followed by the Holy Prophct
(SAW). which ultimatcly rcsultcd 1in a total
rcvolution, compriscd of the following six stages:

B Decvelopment of faith (Al-Eman) with the help

of thc Holy Quran by prcaching and conveving
1its message and purifying the souls through



