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violated as a result of US pressure or drone
attacks. As the attacks cotinued, there
emearged a group calling itself Tehnk-e
Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Suicide bombings
increased m Pakistami cities mamly 1n the
North West Frontier Province (NWFP). The

Pakistan army continued attackmg its own
people while the Americans intensified their

demands that Islamabad must “do more”.
Lal Masjid attadk: July 2007

As 1if the war in Waziristan that had already
spread to other areas of the NWFP and the

adjoining tribal areas was not bad enough,

Mushamraf pepetrated another outrage by
attacking the Lal Masjid-madrassa compound

in Islamabad in July 2007. Run by two imams,
with long ties to the government and several

mimnisters, they became embroiled in a dispute
over growing immorality m the captal,
especially prostitution Girl students from the
madrassa took it upon themselves to clean up
the filth because the government had refused
todoso. The girls’ action was taken as a great

affront by the regime as well as the secular
elitee. How could govemment-paid imams

demand an end to prostitution when the ruling
elites regularly patronize their dens? Several
weeks of negotiations between the clerics and
government enussaries fell apart because
Musharraf did not want a peaceful resolution.
He msisted on a mulitary showdown to
establish the “government’s wrif” and to prove

he was in charge. The Americans also
demanded crushing the militants.

On July 11, 2007, Mushamraf ordered his
commandos to attack the Lal Masjd. In the

weeklong attack, more than 1,400 students,
most of them girls, were brutally mmurdered.

Phosphorous bombs were used to burn people
to death. The overwhelming majarity of girls

belonged to Swat; they were from poor
families and had found the madrassa-masjid

complex a weful place to educate therwr

daughters and to provide them a roof, being
too poar even to feed them (madrassas m

Pakistan do not charged fees; Muslim

philarthropists often contribute toward such
expenses as part of their Islamic duty).

The Lal Masjud attack sent a shockwave
throughout the country, particularly in Swat.

While the secular elites, mcludng Benazw

Bhutto, then still “languishing™ n her luxury
apartment m London or commutmg to her

palaces m Dubai, applauded the commimando
raid and the killing of hundreds of innocent

airls, ordinary Pakistams were horrified. The
Americans, too, applauded the killings. The
result was catastrophic for Pakistan.

Bombings and suicide attacks mmmediately
escalated. If one can establish a tuming point
m Pakistan’s tortuous history, the La Masjd
saga must stand out as the one tha pushed the
country over the brink. Batle lmes became so
clearly drawn tha only the blind could fail to
see. The ruling elites have never cared for
ordinary people or their children but hitherto it
was reflected in lack of services. Now the
eites had embarked on a killing spree. The
reaction was swift and strong There has been
no turming back since. Soon Musharraf was
engulfed m a political crisis that forced hm
out of office following a British-American
brokered deal that faclitated Bhutto’s retum
to Pakistan. Cormruption cases agamst Bhutto,
her even more comrupt husband Asif Zardari,
and thousands of other thieves and criminals,
totaling 8041 people, were withdraawn under
what came to be called the Natimal

Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO). Critics
dubbed it the National Robbers” Ordinance.

(to be continued)
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Zafar Bangash

US PUSHING PAKISTAN INTO THE ABYSS OF OBLIVION-

Blackwater mercenaries are only one, even if
the major problem facing Pakistan. There are
other factors as well behind the escalating
mayhem that i1s rapidly spinning out of
control. The root of the problem is the US
invasion and occupation of Afghanistan that
has now spilled over into Pakistan. As a
consequence of the US-NATO war and
brutality in Afghanistan and the incessant
drone attacks, there is great resentment in
Pakistan toward the US. With fighting
concentrated primarily in the south and
southeast of Afghanistan where the Pashtuns
reside, mass killings there have aroused much

anger among the Pashtuns on the Pakistan side
of the border as well.

It was bad enough when the US-NATO forces
launched their aeral assault with B-1 bombers
in October 2001 killing thousands of people in
Afghanistan; the bombing of wedding parties
and defenseless villagers in their mud huts in
subsequent years has intensified hatred of the
US. This has been heightened by the Pakistan
military launching operations against its own
people in the tribal areas of North and South
Waziristan, Swat, Bajaur and now in Orakzai
Agency. This ongoing painful chapter has
contributed greatly to escalating tensions in
Pakistan where none existed before, leading to

the phenomenon of suicide bombings.

We need to consider the timehne of several
events.

Military attacks in North and South
Waziristan

Under pressure from the US, the former
Pakistani dictator, General Pervez Musharraf
ordered military operations against the people
of South Waziristan in early 2004. The excuse

advanced was that Pakistan had to “flush out”
foreign fighters, mainly Uzbeks and Arabs.
After several weeks of fighting that lefi
hundreds of villagers dead and thousands as
refugees, an agreement was reached with Naik
Muhammad, the young charismatic tribal
leader in the region. As a gesture of goodwill
during a ceremony on April 24, 2004, the
tribesmen surrendered their pistols and handed
a copy of the Quran to the Pakistani General.

The agreement horrified Washington; it did
not want peace in the area. On May 21, 2004,
Musharraf presided over a high-powered
meeting in Islamabad and ordered resumption
of attacks. While the Corps Commander
Peshawar, in charge of military operations in
Waziristan, opposed such attacks and wamed
against breaking the agreement because it
would have serious repercussions for the
future, Musharraf was adamant. He insisted on
attacking the tribesmen because Washington
demanded it. The military relaunched its
operations in early June. The US also joined
with drone attacks and killed Naik
Muhammad with whom the Pakistani nulitary
had, only a few weeks earlier, signed a widely
publicized peace deal. The people of
Waziristan were incensed by such betrayal. In
order to protect the US, Musharraf claimed the
Pakistan army had carried out the attack that
killed Naik Muhammad. More than 15,000
people attended his funeral prayer in defiance
of threats that the funeral procession would be
bombed.

Between 2004 and 2006, Waziristan -—- both

North and South --- became a war zone. The
US continued drone attacks killing civilians,

mostly women and children. Several
ceasefires were agreed upon only to be




