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then you're back to square one”
Quite.

Nor does Mr. Hutton ‘appear to
‘suffer from the intellectual
confusion that has afflicted some
of his predecessors about the
precise  nature  of  Britain's
commitment to Afghanistan. "It's
first and foréemost about UK
national security”, he said. “If
Afghanistan becomes a  state
where terrorists can roam freely,
that terror will be exported to our
own doorsteps.” Given the
confused  signals that the
government has given out in the
past to justity the deployment of
British forces to Afghanistan, it is
to be hoped that Mr. Hutton's
plamn-speaking translates into a
mission statement that will define
the objectives of not just British
forces, but all the other coalition
troops currently deployed.

While British commanders have
been satisfied by their tactical
success in defeating the Taliban
as a military force, they have been
frustrated by what they regard as
an absence of government
strategy about how best to
achieve the overall objectives.
Mr. Hutton, whose personal
interest in the subject led him to
write a book on military history,
may be the man to provide it -so
long as he steers clear of his other
great enthusiasm, the creation of a
Euro-army

We already have a Euro-army, in
the form of NATO: the vast
majority of the 53,000 NATO
troops based in Afghanistan are
drawn from Europe. But the
trouble with European armies is
that, with a few notable
exceptions such as the Danes,
Dutch and Beritish, they don't want
to fight. And that is one strategy
that is sure to fail against a
determined and resourceful foe
such as the Taliban.

(Courtesy: Daily Times, Lahore)
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Point - By Con Coughlin

| Britain desperately needs a plan for
Afghanistan?

je minute we are being told we within the safety of Baghdad's Meanwhile, John Hutton, the new
fist send more troops 1o green zone. Defence Secretary, rebutted the
b hanistan if we are to stand any Three years ago, 1 visited Kabul defeatist attitude emanating from
jnce of securing victory; the shortly before British forces were the front line in the war on terrof,
<t that the only option is to sit deployed. It was possible to walk insisting that British forces will
pwn and talk to the Taliban. around the city centre, buy ultimately prevail. But the fact
' All the while, as our carpets in bazaars and eat out at that such differing opinions are
oliticians and military local restaurants, Today, you take now being aired on a regular basis
ommanders argue over how best your life in your hands the suggests that, two and a half years
bin the war in Afghanistan, the moment you leave the fortified into Britain's current deployment
aliban quietly, but effectively, enclaves where most Western to southern Afghanistan, no one is
et on with their deadly workers are based (central Kabul any the wiser as to what our
surgency campaign to sap our is looking more like 'Baghdad’s overall strategy is for achieving
ssolve. The Taliban might be a green Zzone with every passing Success.
fhadow of the military force it day) so deadly is the threat posed The absence of such a clear-cut
was when British troops first by the Taliban and their approach has been the Achilles’
Beployed to southern Afghanistan supporters. heel of Britain's involvement
the spring of 2006, but lhey But while the Taliban have since the government led
vertheless retain the ability to demonstrated  an impressive everyone to understand  that
ndermine  the  international ability to adjust their tactics to British forces were bemng
fmpaign to restore the country to suit their diminished military deployed to support
fomething approaching normality capability, those responsible for reconstruction projects  and
three  decades of prosecuting the West's military eradicate the poppy crop — which
cessant conflict. ‘ operation seem to be hopelessly accounts for 90 per cent of the
The murder of Gayle divided over how best to achieve heroin sold on Britain’s streets-
illiams, the British aid worker their goal of  providing rather than going eyeball to eye-
ho had devoted her life to Afghanistan’s long — suffering ball with the Taliban.
elping children who had lost civilian population with the There are still those in
eir limbs to landmines or security and stability they crave. Whitehall — particularly at the
mbs, was part of the Taliban's In the course of the past week Department for International
hsidious strategy to force the alone, we have received a Development — who believe that
ousands of Westerners currently succession of dire warnings. First the main purpose of the British
vorking on various General Sir Michael Rose, the mission should be reconstruction
onstruction projects to pack up former Special Forées rather than confrontation. But as
ind go home. The same tactic was commander just returned from a Mr. Hutton pointed out shortly
ised to devastating effect in Iraq, tour of southern Afghanistan, said after his appointment, the priority
here groups of well-organised that the British mission is doomed must be 1o deal with the
urgents put back the country's to failure unless it receives insurgency, which, so long as. it is
£ reconstruction by urgently needed reinforcements. allowed to continue, has the
everal years with a series of The following day it was revealed capability to undermine all other
gh-profile attacks on Western that the Americans are seriously efforts to restore the country to
gontractors,  which quickly considering sitting down and normality. "If the Taliban turn up
lesulted in them either fleeing the negotiating with the Taliban to a month later,” he said, “and
or secking sanctuary end the fighting. bulidoze the school you've built,
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