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When Power Corrupts
Power....is a force closely related to justice: it is meant to enhance the establishment of justicé
the world, but it is all too often abused. ... By power I simply mean the ability of a persorg

different types of power. The most obvious in the world today are military, political, 2
€Conomic power, Theologically, God, who is the God of justice, is also the God of power
might. In Ged, justice and power are harmonized completely as God's justice and love. God, th
source of all power, gives power to humans in order to fulfil] the divine purpose of Justice ap
peace in the world. Power is, therefore, entrusted by God to people; but like all other trusts, it cal
either be used responsibly or abused terribly. It can carry with it a biessing or it can become:
curse. Such consequences are not inherent in power itself but in the sinful human condition th§
puts power to responsible or irresponsible use. Power can be used to maintain justice, peace, ang
order in society; or power can destroy it all. . .. |

The possession of power by humans does not necessarily create or guarantee Justice. Onl§
God's power necessarily creates justice.... What is true of God's exercise of Justice and power}
however, is certainly not true of human beings. It is very easy for power to corrupt, intoxicatey
and deceive us. . .,

power to match the strength of the evildoers and redress the wrong they do, injustice tends to bd
perpetuated and intensified ..

The ambiguity, deception, and corruption of power must be €xposed because power becomes)
a god that is worshipped and obeyed. The demands of power escalate daily. The occupying party
has to increase its coercive power in order to maintain control. The god of power increases, itg
demands and eventually heaps destruction on its user

The paradox of power is that it js both an essential component in achieving and sustaining
justice and peace and, at the same fime, a menace that continually threatens to destroy them.

(Naim Stifan Ateek, Justice and Only Justice: A Palestinian Theology of Liberation, 1989)i
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ama Igbal's Assessment of the Modern West

fing the last five hundred years religious thought in Islam has been practically stationary.
be was a time when European thought received inspiration from the world of Islam. The most
kable phenomenon of modern history, however, 1s the enormous rapidity with which the
I 'Id of Islam is spiritually moving towards the West. There is nothing wrong in this movement,
ropean culture, on its intellectual side, is only a further development of some of the most
jortant phases of the culture of Islam. QOur only fear is that the dazzling exterior of European
re may arrest our movement and we may fail to reach the true inwardness of that culture.
fing all the centunes of our intellectual stupor Europe has been seriously thinking on the great
plems in which the philosophers and scientists of Islam were so keenly interested Since the
Hdle Ages, when the schools of Muslim theology were completed, infinite advance has taken
ke in the domain of human thought and experience. The extension of man’s power over Nature
L given him a new faith and a fresh sense of superiority over the forces that constitute his
ironment. New points of view have been suggested, old problems have been re-stated in the
bt of fresh experience, and new problems have arisen. It seems as if the intellect of man is
krowing its own most fundamental categories—time, space, and causality. With the advance
peientific thought even our concept of intelligibility is undergoing a change. The theory of
ftein has brought a new vision of the universe and suggests new ways of looking at the
;s ems common to both religion and philosophy. No wonder then that the younger generation
lam in Asia and Africa demand a fresh orientation of their faith. With the reawakening of
" . therefore, it is necessary to examine, in an independent spirit, what Europe has thought and
g far the conclusions reached by her can help us n the tevision and if necessary,

_nstruction, of theological thought in Islam.

(The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, 1930)
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L*‘ hammad Ali Jinnah’s View of Islam

kmic principles today are as applicable to life as they were 1300 years ago. I[slam and its
glism have taught democracy. Islam has taught equality, justice and fair play to everybody.
fat reason 1s there for anyone to fear democracy, equality, freedom on the highest standard of
perity and on the basis of fair-play and justice for everybody. The Prophet (SAW) was a great
er. He was a great lawgiver. He was a great statesman and he was a great sovereign who
fd. No doubt, there are many people who do not quite appreciate when we talk of Islam. Islam
ot only a set of rituals, traditions and spiritual doctrines. Islam is also a code for every
im. It is based on the highest principles of honor. integrity, fair-play and justice for all. One
and equality of man before one¢ God is one of the fundamental principles of Islam. In Islam
ke is no difference between man and man. The qualities of equality, liberty and fraternity are
pfundamental principles of Islam. The Prophet (SAWS) was the greatest man that the world
& ever scen. Thirteen hundred years ago he laid the foundations of democracy.

(Address to the Karachi Bar Association, January 25, 1948)
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