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PRESS RELEASE: January 26, 2018

“US drone attacks are a clear and open violation and challenge to the

sovereignty of Pakistan.”

(Hafiz Aakif Saeed)

Lahore (PR): “US drone attacks are a clear and open violation and challenge to the
sovereignty of Pakistan.”

This was stated by the Ameer of Tanzeem e Islami, Hafiz Aakif Saeed, during the Khitab-e-Jumu’ah
at Quran Academy, Lahore.

The Ameer noted that our Air Chief had recently stated that we would not tolerate any US drone
attacks in the future and our forces will shoot down US drones violating our airspace. However, after
the recent US drone attack inside our territory, we stuck to the usual condemnation without taking any
practical action against the violation of our sovereignty. The Ameer questioned that if the US acted
upon the tweet of President Donald Trump and became more aggressive in violating our territorial
integrity, would our attitude towards that continue to remain apologetic and limited to lip service only?

While condemning the disturbing trend of extra-judicial killings by the police in Punjab and Sindh, the
Ameer said that the phenomenon was nothing less than Zulm (oppression and corruption). He said
that no matter how guilty an accused appeared to them, the law enforcement agencies of Pakistan
ought not to take law into their own hands and must leave judgement and sentencing to the courts.
He added that extra-judicial killing of an accused without giving the person a fair trial in court to prove
innocence was a blatant violation of the requisites of justice. He remarked that Islam did not give the
“right” of becoming judge, jury and executioner to our rulers. The Ameer said that giving punishment
to an innocent person was a bigger evil than letting a guilty person off the hook. He said that our entire
system had become outdated, rather paralyzed. He concluded by stating that it was our obligation to
establish the genuine Islamic System, based on Fairness and Impartiality, so that cheap and inclusive
justice could be made available to all.
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